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Theses on World Perspectives:
In the Midst of a Cycle of Wars and Revolutions

Resolution by the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 19.08.2024

Introduction

1. The 7/10 attack and the ensuing Gaza War, with
all its regional and global implications, has opened a new
phase in the world situation. The recent stock market
crash, the turn of events in the Ukraine War, the popular
uprisings in Kenya, Bangladesh and Venezuela, the ac-
celerating tensions between China and the Philippines (a
close ally of the U.S.) over control of the Spratly Islands —
all these events reflect the massive tensions in the relations
between the classes and states and are harbingers of fu-
ture developments in a period increasingly characterised
by wars, revolutions and counterrevolutions.

2. The key task of revolutionaries in such a period
is elaborate a correct analysis of the capitalist crisis and
a program for the global class struggle, to transmit these
ideas to the vanguard of the working class and the op-
pressed, to intervene in the mass struggles and to build a
new revolutionary party — nationally and internationally.
This is the task which the RCIT has set itself and for which
we seek close collaboration with like-minded revolution-
aries.

Gaza War, the heroic Palestinian resistance
and the looming war
between Israel/U.S. and Iran

3. The RCIT characterised the attack on 7 October as
a “historic event” already in its very first statement, pub-
lished a few hours after the beginning. And, indeed, Ha-
mas’ attack against the Zionist state and the ensuing war
in Gaza is one of the most important events in recent his-
tory and has opened a new phase in the world situation.
Since we have analysed the Gaza War in much detail, we
will limit ourselves at this point to summarise the most
important features and consequences. *

4. Israel has launched one of the most appalling gen-
ocides of the 21% century — given the small size of Pales-
tinian population in Gaza and the short period in which
it has taken place. (A possible equivalent is Russia’s gen-
ocide against the Chechen people in the two wars of in-
dependence in 1994-96 and 1999-2009.) At the same time,
the Zionist army — despite such unspeakable brutality, de-
spite being the fourth strongest military in the world and
despite receiving the most modern weaponry from the
U.S. - has been incapable of defeating the heroic Palestin-
ian resistance forces until now. Even Israel’s war minister
Galant was forced to admit recently that “any talk of abso-
lute victory is pure nonsense”! There is hardly a more glaring
example of David against Goliath in our living time! This
in itself already represents a massive victory for the Pal-
estinian people and the thunderous defeat for the Zionist
state — irrespective of the further course of the war.

5. The events since 7/10 have opened the worst cri-
sis of Israel since its foundation in 1948 as its power of
deterrence has been severely undermined and because it
is forced to fight the longest war in its history. This has

already provoked half a million Israelis to flee the country.
In addition, Israel faces a massive polarisation between
(semi-)fascist Zionist forces (e.g. Ben Gvir and Smotrich)
and liberal Zionists who hate Netanyahu and the growing
isolation of their country (but don’t object to the oppres-
sion the Palestinians in principle). In addition, there is a
radicalisation of young ultra-orthodox Haredi Jews - a
growing minority of 17% of Israeli Jews — who resist con-
scription. As a result, the government — an extreme fragile
coalition held together by the corrupt butcher Netanyahu
who would face trial after the end of the war — is perma-
nently existing on the edge of collapse.

6. The Zionist genocide against the Palestinian peo-
ple and their daring resistance has provoked an unprec-
edented global solidarity movement. Rallies and demon-
strations are taking place in nearly all countries on all
continents. The largest mobilisations are taking place in a)
the Arab and Muslim countries (North Africa, West, South
and South-East Asia) and b) the Western imperialist allies
of Israel (most importantly Western Europe and Northern
America but also in Australia and Japan). ? In the Arab and
Muslim countries this anti-imperialist movement is based
on the popular masses, while in Western countries its main
basis are migrant workers from Muslim countries as well
as progressive activists. By its size and duration, it is com-
parable with the mass movements against the Iraq War in
2003 or against the Vietnam War in the late 1960s and ear-
ly 1970s. Ideologically, it is dominated by petty-bourgeois
nationalism and Islamism resp. pacifism.

7. In addition to this global solidarity movement, the
Houthis in Yemen and Hezbollah in Lebanon have been
engaged in military activities in order to support the Pal-
estinian liberation struggle. Particularly the Houthis are
highly effective in interrupting maritime trade in the Red
Sea and bringing Israeli exports and imports on this route
to a standstill. Israel’s southern port in Eilat has been effec-
tively forced to close business.

8. Israel’s crisis is exacerbated by its growing inter-
national isolation. As a result of the genocide, the ongoing
Palestinian resistance and the global mass protests, the Zi-
onist state has become more than ever hated and despised.
It is the byword for genocide and even Western states and
institutions which have historically been dominated by
Western powers — like the ICC and the ICJ - have been
forced to take steps against the killer state (rhetorically or
real). There is hardly any event in culture or sports with-
out protest against Israel’s presence. It is clear that this
historic discrediting of the Zionist Apartheid state and
its Western allies (in particular the U.S.) will have long-
term consequences. It has destroyed once and for all the
Western-generated image of Israel as “the only democracy in
the Middle East” or of the U.S. and the EU as defenders of
“human rights” and “international law”. The Gaza War has
been a severe and lasting blow to Western imperialism, in
general, and liberalism, in particular.

9. The global reputation and hegemony of U.S. im-
perialism has declined in this period in parallel with that
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of Israel. This has been reflected in America’s and Israel’s
isolation within the United Nations, its receding influence
in institutions like the ICC and the IC]J, as well as the gen-
eral decline of its ability to influence world events. This
has also been revealed by Washington’s inability to force
Netanyahu to agree on a ceasefire (at least until now) so
that Biden/Harris could remove this issue — as well as a
potential regional war in the Middle East with another
highly unpopular American participation — before the be-
ginning of the election season. (More on this below.)

10. In order to restore Israel’s power of deterrence
and to avoid the collapse of his government (and, hence,
facing trial for corruption), Netanyahu is determined to
continue and expand the war against Hezbollah in Leb-
anon and against Iran. Such a transformation of the Gaza
War into a regional war would have tremendous conse-
quences not only for the Middle East but also globally. It
would skyrocket prices for oil and gas and could trigger
another recession of the already fragile world economy,
it could destabilise the Arab regimes, shake Israel to the
very foundations, and — depending on the concrete course
of such a war — could open a revolutionary crisis in one
or several countries (including in Iran). Another possibil-
ity for the Netanyahu government to extend the war is
an escalation of its attacks in the Westbank and the ethni-
cal cleansing of its native population, i.e. another Nakba
(which is the plan of Ben Gvir and Smotrich). In any case,
even if a regional war is avoided and even if a temporary
ceasefire can be imposed, there is no doubt that the Middle
East, in general, and occupied Palestine, in particular, will
remain a highly explosive tinderbox in the coming years.
The loss of Israel’s power of deterrence and the parallel
rise of Iran, the inspiring example of the heroic Palestinian
resistance, the discrediting of the Arab regimes, the lack
of a strong Great Power which can dominate the whole
region (as the U.S. did in the past) — all this means that this
region is pregnant with wars and revolutions.

11. There are two main obstacles for the complete vic-
tory of the Palestinian people in this war. First, the treach-
erous collaboration of the Arab and Muslim regimes with
Western imperialism and Israel. These regimes — from the
absolute monarchies in Saudi Arabia and the UAE, Gener-
al Sisi in Egypt to King Mohammed VI in Morocco - they
all either continue to collaborate with Israel or, at least, re-
fuse to take any practical steps against Israel. Only a pop-
ular uprising to overthrow these imperialist and Zionist
lackeys, i.e. a renewal of the Arab Revolution which brings
the working class and the fellahin to power, can ensure
that the Arab and Muslim countries come to the assistance
of the heroic Palestinian people by aid and arms.

12. The second main obstacle is the reformist lead-
ership of the Western labour movement because it blocks
the transformation of mass outrage against Israel war into
practical boycott actions against the Zionist monster. The
labour bureaucracy in Western countries is traditionally
pro-imperialist and, hence, pro-Zionist. In many cases, it
openly supports the Apartheid state. Given the massive
pressure from the pro-Palestine movement, which has
many sympathies amongst rank & file trade unionists,
some unions have joined the call for a ceasefire. This is, for
example, the case with seven national trade unions and
over 200 local labour unions in the U.S. However, even in
such cases, the bureaucracy limit itself to empty declara-
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tions and refuses to take any concrete actions against Isra-
el.

13. Such shameful policy is the result of the deep in-
tegration of the labour bureaucracy in the imperialist state
apparatus resp. its close links with monopoly capital. An-
other side of such integration is the aristocratic character
of the labour movement and its lack of strong links to the
lower and nationally oppressed strata. The labour move-
ment can only be revolutionised by combining an energet-
ic struggle against the bureaucracy, based on a socialist
program, with efforts to change the social composition
of the trade unions by bringing radical movements (like
Black Live Matters or the Pro-Palestine movement) into it.
Today, the immediate goal is to win the trade unions for
supporting strike and boycott actions against Israel.

14. It is well-known that wars and revolutions are
the most important tests for every political force. The re-
formist, left-populist and Stalinist parties either ignore
the pro-Palestine solidarity movement or limit themselves
to calls for ceasefire. The best among these — like Mélen-
chon’s LFI in France or the Greek KKE — manage to stand
up against the pro-Zionist elite and defend the pro-Pales-
tine movement but do not go further. Furthermore, most
of them support a two-state solution, i.e. the creation of a
small Palestine in Gaza and the Westbank which would
become a Bantustan-like semi-colony totally dependent
on Israel. Influential forces in the pro-Palestine move-
ment either limit themselves to pacifism (i.e. they refuse to
openly take the side of the Palestinian resistance) or they
don’t understand the necessity to work towards winning
the organised labour movement for strike and boycott ac-
tivities.

15. The main problem with petty-bourgeois national-
ism and Islamism in the Middle East, despite their unac-
countable sacrifices and their heroic struggles against the
Zionist state, against the Assad tyranny in Syria or against
the Sisi regime in Egypt, is that they do not orient to the
working class and don’t focus on building workers and
popular councils and militias. Instead, they hope to gain
support from foreign states (Tiirkiye in the case of the Syr-
ian Revolution, Iran and the “Axis of Resistance” in case
of Hamas today) which means that they prefer tactical al-
liances with some reactionary regimes instead of building
international alliances with other oppressed peoples.

16. In order to overcome the crisis of leadership,
Marxists must advocate a program of struggle and work
towards the construction of a revolutionary party — na-
tionally and internationally — which aims to replace the ex-
isting leadership. In the current conflicts today, the RCIT
advocates unconditional military support for the Palestin-
ian resistance and the defeat of the Zionist state. Likewise,
we side with the Lebanese resistance and with Iran in any
confrontation with Israel or the U.S. At the same time, we
refuse to lend any political support for these forces. We
reiterate that the only way forward is the revolutionary
destruction of the Israeli Apartheid state and the creation
of a free and red Palestine from the River to the Sea, i.e. a work-
ers and fellahin republic as part of a socialist federation of the
Middle East. ?
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Table 1. Growth of World Industrial Production Volume (in %),
2021 - 1%t Quarter 2024 !

2021 2022 2023 2023Q3 202304 202401
World 7,5 3,1 0,9 0,5 0,7 0,1
Advanced Economies 6,2 2,1 -1,1 -0,4 0,3 -0,8
Euro Area 8,4 1,9 -2,0 -1,8 -0,2 -0,8
United States 4,4 3,4 0,2 0,1 -0,3 -0,1
United Kingdom -5,2 34 -04 0,0 -1,1 0,8
Japan 5,6 0,1 -1,5 -0,6 1,1 -5,2
Advanced Asia (excl. Japan) 11,1 0,3 -5,8 1,9 3,5 -1,0
Other advanced economies 6,6 3,4 0,4 -0,1 0,7 0,3
Emerging Economies 8,9 4,0 2,9 1,3 1,1 1,0
China 10,6 3,7 4,3 2,5 2,0 1,4
Emerging Asia (excl. China) 12,1 5,0 2,5 1,5 -1,1 0,9
Eastern Europe / CIS 4,4 -1,5 3,4 0,7 0,4 1,4
Latin America 8,1 3,2 0,8 0,3 -0,3 -0,3
Africa and Middle East 1,7 7,2 -1,5 -3,1 0,5 0,0

Figure 1. Industrial Production and Capacity in the U.S. Economy, 1967-2024 '
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World economy: From stock market crash
to another recession?

17. The recent stock market crash has been a stark
reminder of the extremely fragile state of the capitalist
world economy. In late July and early August, stock mar-
kets around the world experienced a massive slump. On
“Black Monday” (5 August), its high point so far, Japan’s
Nikkei 225 index dropped by 12.4% — the second-largest
decline in its history. South Korea’s KOSPI plunged 8.77%
and Taiwan’s Taiex by 8.35%. America’s and Europe’s
stock markets experienced a less dramatic but still consid-
erable decline on that day by 2-3%. All in all, in the span of
three weeks, some $6.4 trillion has been erased from global
stock markets and the world’s 500 wealthiest people lost
a combined $134 billion! * While markets recovered some-
how in the following days, the crisis is certainly not over.
As one analyst said on Bloomberg TV, “we are not done by
any stretch.” >
18. This crisis on the financial markets has been trig-
gered by several factors which point to some fundamental
problems of the capitalist world economy. First, the stock
markets are extremely overvalued, i.e. stock price values
of the leading corporations are far above the value of their
assets. The so-called Tobin’s Q — which measures this ratio
of the 500 largest companies listed on U.S. stock markets —
is near a historic record high. Another example of the cap-
italists” speculative drive is the huge amount of so-called
“carry trade”, a form of currency speculation. In the past
period, investors borrowed lots of yen at previously zero
interest rates and then bought US dollar assets. Howev-
er, as the Bank of Japan decided to raise interest rate, this
speculation suffered a blow.
19. Another important factor which triggered the
latest stock market crash has been the AI bubble. In fact,

Figure 2. World GDP Growth 1963-2020

World GDP growth

World Economy
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the boom in the stock market was nearly exclusively driv-
en by seven large social media, tech and chip companies
(Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, Meta, Microsoft, Nvidia and
Tesla). They have made huge investments, but doubts are
increasing that this could yield profits. The economist Da-
vid Goldman reports that, for example, OpenAl is earning
$3.4 billion a year but losing $5 billion in the same period.
“A mystical leap of faith is required to match the paltry reve-
nues of LLM providers and the massive CapEx required to sup-
port them.” © And the Marxist economist Michael Roberts
writes: “These companies have invested billions into their Al
infrastructure, but investors now started to wonder about the
returns on this investment. Equity investor company, Elliot
management said Al is ‘overhyped with many applications not
ready for prime time’ and that uses are ‘never going to be cost-ef-
ficient, are never going to actually work right, will take up too
much energy or will prove to be untrustworthy.” Indeed, surveys
show that, so far, only 5% of firms are using Al in their opera-
tions, suggesting limited growth, or at least slow growth.” ” The
Big Tech bubble is also caused by a gigantic state capitalist
program of subsidies. For example, in March, the US De-
partment of Commerce announced $8.5 billion in grants
and $11 billion loans for Intel, which US Commerce Sec-
retary Gina Raimondo described as “a massive step toward
ensuring America’s leadership in manufacturing for the 21st
century.” 8 All this confirms our warning about blind faith
in Al and its supposedly miraculous capabilities and also
about its role in replacing surplus-generating labour. °
20. Most importantly, the stock market crash has been
caused by the growing dichotomy between the financial
boom and the ongoing stagnation of the real economy. As
the RCIT elaborated in various documents, the capitalist
world economy has entered a period a stagnation and
decline with the Great Recession in 2008/09 — a tendency
which worsened with the Great Depression in 2019/20. '

14

—— World export of goods and services growth
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Figure 3. Net Investment Rate in “Advanced” and
“Emerging” Capitalist Economise, 2001-21 *°

Figure 3.9. Net Investment Rates in Advanced and Emerging
Market Economies
{Percent)

14 —— AEs

—— EMMIEs
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Sources: Thomson Reuters Worldscope; and IMF staff calculations.

MNote: The net investment rate is computed as aggregate investment over
aggregate lagged capital stock net of depreciation. See Online Annex 3.2 for
details. The numerator is computed by summing firm-level net investment at the
country-year level: the denominator is computed by summing firm-level capital at
the country-year level. The figure plots the average ratio for AEs and EMMIEs using
GDP in purchasing power parity in international dollar weights. AEs = advanced
economies; ENMIMIEs = emerging market and middle-income economies.

Figure 4. G-20 Rate of Profit, 1950-2019 '
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8 Great Powers

As one can see in Table 1, industrial production — the core
of capitalist value creation — is stagnating globally and de-
clining in most Western imperialist economies. A massive
slump was avoided last year only because China’s econo-
my did grow stronger than the rest, albeit also below its
historic level. Figure 1 shows that manufacturing and ca-
pacity in the U.S. are still far below their levels before the
recession in 2008 and about the same as in early 2020. Bear
in mind that we are supposed to be in the boom phase of
the current economic cycle which shows how much the
capitalist world economy has lost its dynamic.

21. As we have explained in the past, the depressed
character of the current cycle is basically a result of the
long-term tendencies of the capitalist world economy.
Capitalists invest to make profit and, depending on their
profit expectations, they make investments to increase
output. However, as Marx elaborated in Capital Vol. 11I, in
the long run, the share of surplus value (which is the ba-
sis for profit) becomes smaller relative to all of the capital
invested in production (in machinery, raw materials, etc.,
as well as wages paid to workers). Therefore, the surplus
value which can potentially be used for the reproduction
of capital on an extended level becomes less and less. This
inevitably leads to disruptions and crises and a historic
tendency of decline as it becomes less and less profitable
for the capitalists to invest in the expansion of production.
22. Naturally, over-accumulation of capital, over-pro-
duction of commodities, and the tendency of the rate of
profit to fall is not a linear process, but its tempo and dy-
namics are influenced by various counter-veiling tenden-
cies — most importantly by the relation of forces between
the classes, i.e., the political class struggle. * However,
while such factors can for some time slow down or tempo-
rarily halt the fall of the rate of profit, they cannot stop — or
even reverse — the decline in the long run. Figure 2 shows
the long-term trend of global output to decline, Figure 3
demonstrates the decline of net investment, i.e. the expan-
sion of capital stock, and in Figure 4 we see the tendency
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of the profit rate to fall in the 20 largest economies in the
world.

23. Does this mean that a sharp recession is immi-
nent? It is too early to say. The combination of long-term
depression of the economy and the high level of state-cap-
italist intervention in the economy (not only in China but
in all imperialist countries including such neoliberal for-
tresses like the U.S.) has created a very untypical, “ma-
nipulated” course of the capitalist cycle. In the last cycle
—between the recessions in 2008/09 and 2019/20 — we saw a
mini-recession in 2015 which, however, did not transform
into a sharp decline. Likewise, in the current cycle we saw
already recessionary phases in various important econo-
mies in 2022 and 2023. 7 As a result of such state-capital-
ist interventions, bourgeois governments have massively
increased public debt in the past two decades in order to
avoid a recession and to support the struggling corpo-
rations. This has resulted in massive increase of global
public debt - from 61.1% (2007) to 96% (2021). In the U.S.
public debt even doubled in the same period from 64.6%
to 128.1% and in China it even increased from 29.2% to
71.5%. Hence, it is not possible to predict if another sharp
recession will happen now or in the next years.

The decline of U.S. hegemony,
inter-imperialist rivalry and accelerating
tensions in the South China Sea

24. The RCIT has always emphasised that one of the
key features in the current historic period which opened
in 2008 has been the decline of U.S. imperialism as the ab-
solute hegemonic power and the parallel rise of China as
the leading rival. '® This tendency has become evident in
the rise of China to become No. 1 or 2 in global production,
trade, corporations or billionaires. ' Likewise, Russia, and
also China, are challenging the U.S. as the military hegem-
on. (See Tables 2-7) %

25. As we noted already above, America’s decline

Table 2. Top Six Countries in Global Manufacturing, 2000 and 2022 '

Rank  Country Share 2000 Share 2022
1. China 9.8% 30.7%

2. [SS 23.7% 16.1%

3. Japan 10.2% 6.0%

4. Germany 6.4% 4.8%

5. South Korea 2.5% 3.1%

6. India 1.4% 3.1%

Table 3. Leading Exporters in World Merchandise Trade

(excluding intra-EU Trade), 2023 #

Rank ~ Country 2023
1. China 17.5%
2. EU 14.3%
3. U.S. 10.4%
4. Japan 3.7%
5. South Korea 3.3%
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Table 4. Top 10 Countries with the Ranking

of Fortune Global 500 Companies (2023) *

Rank Country

United States
China (excl. Taiwan)
Japan

Germany

France

South Korea
United Kingdom
Canada
Switzerland
Netherlands

O 0 3 O U1 = WO N =

—_
(e}

Companies
136
135
41
30
23
18
15
14
11
10

Great Powers

Share (in%)
27.2%
27.0%
8.2%
6.0%
4.6%
3.6%
3.0%
2.8%
2.2%
2.0%

Table 5. Top 5 Countries of the Forbes Billionaires 2023 List *

Rank  Country

1 United States

2 China (incl. Hong Kong)
3 India

4 Germany

5 Russia

Number of billionaires

735
561
169
126
105

Table 6. Top 5 Countries of the Hurun Global Rich List 2022 >

Rank  Country

1 China (incl. Hong Kong)
2 U.S.

3 India

4 Germany

5 United Kingdom

Number of billionaires

923
691
187
144
134

Table 7. World Nuclear Forces, 2024 %
Total Military Stockpile

Country

Russia

United States
China

France

United Kingdom
India

Pakistan

Israel

North Korea

4,380
3,708
500
280
225
172
170
90

50

Total Inventory (incl. Retired Warheads)

5,580
5,044

500
290
225
172
170
90

50
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has been accelerated since the beginning of the Gaza War.
In the past, Washington dominated the Middle East and
if an adversary emerged, like Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in
1990/91 and 2003 or Iran since 1979, it was able to isolate
resp. to defeat them. This is no longer the case. Iran has
increased its regional influence. Former loyal U.S.-allies
like Tiirkiye, Saudi Arabia or the UAE are increasingly
pursuing an independent foreign policy and manoeuvre
between the Western and the Eastern Great Powers. And
even Israel listens to Biden’s wishes only if it agrees with
them. However, the U.S. decline can also be seen in other
areas of world politics. For example, it has become evident
that the Biden Administration is looking for a way out of
its indirect involvement in the Ukraine War. And such a
retreat will probably accelerate rapidly if Trump wins the
upcoming Presidential election. #

26. The decline of the U.S. has also been expressed in
the semi-paralysis of its domestic policy in recent months.
The drop out of the senile President Biden from the elec-
tions, the threat of a sharp turn in domestic and foreign
policy by a Trump-Vance Administration, the huge ten-
sions on issues like migration and abortion rights — all this
reflects that the ruling class in the U.S. is deeply divided.
There is a serious possibility that if either side wins the
elections, the other side will try to undermine its opponent
by any means necessary or even openly resist by using
state resources or arms.

27. The RCIT has the long-standing position of refus-
ing support for the Democrats or the Republicans at elec-
tions as both are bourgeois and imperialist parties. The
past four years of Biden/Harris and the previous period
of Trump have clearly shown that both camps are worse.
However, socialists would not take an abstentionist posi-
tion in concrete struggles for democratic rights but would
rather mobilise in defence of Palestine, migrants, women
or LGBT+ persons.

28. A key area where the inter-imperialist rivalry has
accelerated in the past 1-2 years is the South China Sea.
The conflict between China and Taiwan (a close ally of the
U.S.) has been alleviated for now, mainly because a) China
has consolidated its massive presence in the area, b) the
pro-independence forces in Taiwan lost their majority in
parliament at the last elections and c¢) Washington has not
been interested to escalate the conflict in the last period.
However, at the same time the tensions between China
and the Philippines have massively intensified. The focus
of this conflict is currently some atolls in the eastern part
of the Spratley Islands. There have been several non-lethal
clashes between the navies of the two states and, most re-
cently, there was an incident involving their warplanes.
29. The Philippines are the closest ally of the U.S. in
Southeast Asia (aside from Taiwan) since many decades.
It is home of several U.S. military bases, and the Pentagon
has close ties with the Philippine army under the 2014 En-
hanced Defense Cooperation Agreement. In May 2023, the
US made an explicit commitment to defend the Philippines
if it came under attack in the South China Sea. Hence, it is
clear that the Philippines tough approach against Beijing is
coordinated with Washington and is based on the knowl-
edge that the U.S. would support it in any confrontation
with Chinese forces. Hence, in any confrontation, the Phil-
ippines (or Taiwan) would not act as an independent force
but rather as a proxy of the U.S. In such conflicts, the RCIT
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equally opposes both camps and advocates a revolutionary
defeatist position on both sides.

The Ukraine War: Towards ceasefire
negotiations or an unexpected turn?

30. The war in Ukraine has been characterized by the
failed counter-offensive of the Ukrainian army in summer
2023, followed by another offensive of Russia which has
been slowly progressing in several regions in the east and
the north. Most recently, Ukraine forces made a surprise
intrusion in Russia’s Kursk region. Kiev did not coordi-
nate its latest offensive with its Western allies as Washing-
ton and Brussels were totally surprised by it. This shows,
by the way, that despite all collaboration with NATO,
Ukraine has still not become a proxy of Western imperial-
ism.

3L Naturally, we are not in a position to predict the
future course of this operation. However, it seems unlike-
ly to us that it could change the fundamental dynamic of
the war. Russia, as an imperialist power with one of the
strongest military forces in the world, is by definition vast-
ly superior to Ukraine, a capitalist semi-colony which has
been plundered by Western and Russian monopolies as
well as domestic oligarchs since 1991. 2 Furthermore, Pu-
tin has successfully put the economy on war-footing and
countered Western sanctions.

32. At the same time, demoralisation is spreading
among Ukraine’s population. The Zelensky government
has undermined Ukraine’s just war of national defence
by its close alliance with NATO, Western monopolies (to
which it wants to sell out the country’s natural resources)
as well as its domestic oligarchs. The widespread corrup-
tion in the military recruitment centres is also undermin-
ing the fighting spirit. In addition, the Bankova suppresses
all kind of political opposition. Furthermore, the bourgeois
government has waged the war against Russia on a chau-
vinist basis, i.e. not against the Putin regime and in solidar-
ity with the Russia’s working class but against the Russian
people and their supposed “backward, non-European, Asian
culture”. Likewise, it discriminates the Russian-speaking
minority in the East of the country. It is therefore not sur-
prising that Ukraine could not defeat the Russian troops in
the past two and a half years. This would only have been
possible by transforming the struggle into a true people’s
war similar to the heroic struggle of the Palestinian people
in Gaza who are ready to make the greatest sacrifices in
order to defend their homeland and where thousands of
youth are volunteering to join the armed resistance strug-
gle.

33. Of course, all these deficits did not negate the le-
gitimate character of Ukraine’s war of national defence.
But these factors explain why the Zelensky government
could not mobilise stronger and lasting support from the
masses. In fact, the Bankova has advocated for long that
Ukraine becomes a member of NATO and EU, i.e. a proxy
of Western imperialism. Zelensky has not succeeded in
such not because he did not try hard enough but because
Washington and Brussels refused this since they want to
avoid a direct war with Russia.

34. Since the beginning of this war in February 2022,
the RCIT emphasised the reactionary character of Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine. We have therefore characterised
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Ukraine’s struggle against Putin’s invasion as a just war
of national defence from the very beginning. At the same
time, we emphasise the dual character of the conflict since it
is not only a national liberation war of Ukraine but, at the
same time, it is also linked with the accelerating rivalry be-
tween the imperialist powers. Hence, a consistent interna-
tionalist and anti-imperialist position requires a dual tac-
tic. Socialists are obliged to defend semi-colonial Ukraine
against Russian imperialism. However, they must not lend
any support to the chauvinist and militarist policy of any
Great Power against their rivals. Hence, it is impermissi-
ble to support economic sanctions or similar Great Power
measures. While we side with Ukraine and it’s just war of
national defence, we refuse to lend any political support
for the bourgeois and pro-NATO government of Zelensky.
As we did elaborate in several documents, it is not exclud-
ed that the character of the Ukraine War could undergo a
qualitatively change in the future, i.e. that it transforms
from a war which is primarily a national liberation war of
Ukraine into a war where Ukraine has become a proxy of
Western imperialism, and which is therefore equally reac-
tionary on both sides. This could be the case if e.g. NATO
troops directly intervene in the war, if Ukraine becomes
a member of NATO or the EU or if similar developments
take place. ¥

35. However, in the short-term it seems more likely
that Ukraine will be forced to accept ceasefire negotiations
with Russia in which the latter is currently in a stronger
position. Western powers will also look to pressurise the
Bankova to agree to such negotiations because they find
it increasingly difficult to continue military and economic
support for Ukraine at the current level. Western financial
institutions are also putting pressure on Ukraine that it
brings the war to a close so that the government can start
paying back its huge debts. ¥

36. However, one should also not overestimate the
state of Russia’s military and the political stability in the
country. Putin has managed to keep control of the society
a) by brutal repression against all forms of protests and b)
by avoiding full mobilisation which, by definition, would
affect the whole population. The latter means that most
sectors of Russia’s population do not feel any consequenc-
es of the war (or the Western sanctions). However, such a
policy also means that Russia does not have a sufficient
number of soldiers in order to wage the war in Ukraine
and, at the same time, to sufficiently guard its internation-
al borders. The result of this, as we can currently see in
the Kursk region, is that the Ukrainian army can make
surprise intrusions which makes the Putin regime look
weak. While it currently seems that the Ukrainian troops
will be forced to retreat sooner or later, a repetition of such
embarrassing stunts could seriously harm the prestige of
the Kremlin and provoke a domestic crisis. This could pro-
voke a radical turn in the course of the war and open a
revolutionary crisis in Russia. However, as we said, this
seems at the moment the less likely development for the
next few months.

37. Socialists in Ukraine continue to oppose the Zelen-
sky government and advocate a workers government based
on independent organisations of the masses (“Radas”).
Such a government would nationalise the foreign and do-
mestic monopolies under workers control, expropriate the
oligarchs, and build an army and state apparatus which is
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under control of the popular masses. Only such a govern-
ment would be able to transform the struggle into a true
people’s war.

38. We are not ultra-leftists, and we are aware that
there could arise a situation where Ukraine might be
forced to accept a ceasefire or even a peace treaty because
of the adverse relation of forces. (Like Soviet Russia was
forced to make a peace treaty with German imperialism
in Brest-Litovsk in February 1918.) Naturally, we put the
blame for such a negative development a) to the brutal ag-
gression of the Kremlin and b) to the reactionary policy
of the Zelensky government. Still, it might be necessary
under specific circumstances to agree to an unfavourable
ceasefire or peace treaty. However, in such a situation, we
would denounce the Bankova for its political responsi-
bility for such a defeat. We emphasise that the working
class should utilise such a period of ceasefire in order to
“cleanse the house”, i.e. to utilize popular committees which
need to be created even before such a situation arrives and
which purge the corrupted and bourgeois traitors and ex-
pose those who did enrich themselves while many died
at the frontline. In such a period the working class should
strive to replace the regime by its own government and to
prepare the restart the national liberation war against the
Russian occupation — but this time as a true people’s war.

Popular uprisings in Bangladesh,
Venezuela and Kenya and other countries

39. The global class struggle has experienced an im-
portant upswing in the past 10 months. As mentioned
above, a global pro-Palestine solidarity movement has
emerged. In addition, several popular uprisings either
have brought down authoritarian regimes or, at least, seri-
ously challenged these. In Bangladesh, millions of workers
and students have protested against the corrupt and au-
tocratic regime of Sheik Hasina and her capitalist Awami
League. After nearly two months of mass demonstrations
and brutal crackdown - several hundred people were
killed by the repression apparatus — the uprising forced
Hasina in early August to flee her palace with a helicopter.
31

40. This uprising has regional consequences because
a) Bangladesh is the eighth-most populated country in the
world with 169 million people and b) it has been a key
ally of Modi’s India under Sheik Hasina. The latter is all
the more important since the Modi regime is already in
a weakened state as it suffered losses at the last elections
and India has experienced important mass protests both of
workers as well as of peasants in the past years.

41. Furthermore, the upheaval in Bangladesh could
intersect with the revolutionary mass struggle in Burma/
Myanmar. In fact, the events in the latter country are said
to have had an inspiring effect on the Bangladeshi youth.
The popular uprising against the military coup in Feb-
ruary 2021, which later transformed into a revolutionary
civil war, has made important progress in the last year.
The rebels — in particular the so-called Three Brotherhood
Alliance (comprising the Arakan Army, Myanmar Nation-
al Democratic Alliance Army, and the Ta’ang National
Liberation Army) managed to liberate significant parts of
the country since the beginning of their Operation 1027 in
October last year. It is quite possible that they could over-
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throw the military regime in the near future.

42, In Venezuela, sectors of the masses took to the
street after the authoritarian regime of Maduro falsely
claimed victory in the Presidential elections, a claim based
on massive fraud. Here too, the regime has brutally sup-
pressed the protests which have been significant in the
neighbourhoods of the working class and the popular
masses where traditionally the Chavistas had their strong-
holds. It was here where the workers and the poorest peo-
ple took to the streets demanding a democracy that has
been crushed by the Chavista dictatorship. Many of them
used the elections as a plebiscite and voted for party of
Maria Corina Machado. It is because of the massive dis-
crediting of the Maduro regime and the desperate search
of the masses for an alternative that such a right-wing par-
ty can currently enjoy great popularity. However, this par-
ty fears the mobilisation of the masses and has managed to
demobilize the first waves of struggle. It rather focuses on
negotiations with the Maduro regime and the pressure of
the capitalist governments of the region — especially those
with which it has relations like Lula, Amlo or Petro — and
of Yankee imperialism.

43. However, the armed forces are still firmly on Ma-
duro’s side, because their high command is part of the
“boliburquesia” (Bolibourgeoisie), which developed in web
of the Venezuela’s state business with the multinational
oil companies. This has often resulted in the creation of
“mixed” companies which generates high profits both
boliburguesia as well as the foreign corporations. Several
of these belong to American monopolies, whose govern-
ment, on one hand, has imposed painful sanctions against
Venezuela but, on the other hand, has a careful attitude
towards the Venezuelan regime. The reason for such a
contradictory approach of Washington is that, despite
its political and ideological differences and the regime’s
rapprochement with the imperialist rivals of the Yankees,
Maduro has guaranteed a level of governability in the past
decade that the most recalcitrant right that acts in the op-
position is not in a position to sustain.

44. In contrast to the propaganda of many Bolivarian
populists, the Maduro regime does not serve the workers
and popular masses but rather represents the interests
of the Boliburquesia as well as of foreign imperialists (the
Maduro regime has closely collaborated both with U.S.
monopolies like Chevron as well as with Russian and Chi-
nese imperialism). It brutally suppresses workers strikes
and independent trade unions and prohibited left-wing
parties to field their own candidate at the elections. The
popular protests in Venezuela could have important inter-
national repercussions given the regional and global rele-
vance of the country — not only because it is an important
oil exporter but also because of its place within the Eastern
imperialist camp led by Russia and China and its role as
an ideological model of bourgeois “left”-populism. *

45. In Kenya, mass protests erupted against a finance
bill which would have increased taxes on numerous es-
sential goods and services including bread, cooking oil,
motor vehicles, bank transfer, etc. When the police failed
to disperse the demonstrations, President William Ruto
deployed the military which fired live rounds and killed
at least 50 people, mostly youth, and injured many more.
In response, angry demonstrators stormed the parliament
and set parts of it on fire. Shocked by this popular upris-
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ing, Ruto was forced to withdraw the bill and to dismiss
most of his ministers. *

46. This semi-successful uprising has important re-
gional consequences. First, because Kenya has become a
“major non-NATO ally”, making it the first sub-Saharan Af-
rican nation to receive such designation. As such a servant
of U.S. imperialism, Ruto has agreed to deploy 1,000 po-
lice to Haiti in order to “restore law and order” in the interest
of the ruling class. Hence, the downfall of the Ruto regime
could be also a serious setback for the position of U.S. im-
perialism in Sub-Sahara Africa. Second, the popular up-
risings did already inspire similar protests in Uganda and
Nigeria which the local regimes managed to suppress by
now only with brutal violence. * More protests might fol-
low, and some bourgeois analysts already warn of an “Af-
rican Spring” — similar to the “Arab Spring” which started
with the revolutionary upheaval in Tunisia in December
2010/ January 2011.

47. Milei’s victory at the Presidential elections in Ar-
gentina has opened a new period of reactionary attacks on
the working class and popular masses. The government
tries to impose a series of IMF-dictated austerity attacks,
threatens democratic rights and enforces a reorientation
of the country’s foreign policy away from BRICS+ and to-
wards close alignment with the U.S. and Israel. There have
been already two general strikes, several mass demonstra-
tions (including a mass mobilisation of students) and some
large processes of struggle in certain provinces of the inte-
rior, such as Misiones and Corrientes. In this framework,
the Peronist union bureaucracy is committed, as a whole,
to guarantee governability, launching some measures of
struggles (like the two general strikes) to decompress and
not lose its place as the leadership of the main unions and
workers’ centers. %

48. Finally, there have also been a series of mass
protests in France in reaction to the strong results of the
right-wing RN of Le Pen in the first round of the parlia-
mentary elections in June. While these were important
mobilisations showing the combat-readiness of anti-fas-
cist and anti-racist sectors of the working class and youth,
the reformist parties unfortunately managed to channel
this movement into electoral support for the popular front
NFP.

Revolutionary tactics and mass struggles

49. While there are many differences between these
popular uprisings, they have two important features in
common. First, most of these mobilisations were caused
by democratic issues — the authoritarian or right-wing
character of the regime or the threat of creation of such.
(In some cases, this has been mixed with economic issues.)
If we add the wars in Gaza resp. the Middle East and in
Ukraine, it is clear that these developments are a powerful
confirmation of the RCIT’s thesis about the crucial impor-
tance of the national and democratic question in the cur-
rent historic period. ¥ Authentic socialists must support all
such mass struggles and fight for a revolutionary solution
of these issues. This means unconditional support for na-
tional liberations wars, for the downfall of authoritarian
regimes, for a Revolutionary Constituent Assembly. At
the same time, such a revolutionary-democratic struggle
must be combined with a program for working-class pow-
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er. Hence, socialists advocate the self-organisation of the
masses in popular councils and militias which should be
the basis for a workers and poor peasants government.
50. Secondly, these important mass mobilisations all
reveal the terrible crisis of revolutionary leadership. Some
of them have a strongly spontaneous character, lack an
experienced leadership, and are influenced by various
petty-bourgeois ideologies. The danger of this is that such
movements often fail to build popular councils and disap-
pear sooner or later. Many other mass movements are led
by petty-bourgeois nationalist, populist or Islamist forces
or reformist trade union bureaucrats. As we said above,
revolutionaries must advocate the self-organisation of the
masses. However, as long as non-revolutionary leader-
ships retain important influence among the masses (and
given the weakness of authentic Marxist forces such a sit-
uation will last for some time), it is crucial to advocate the
united front tactic as it was elaborated by Lenin and Trot-
sky. This means socialists warn against the dangerous and
often treacherous policy of the existing leaderships. At the
same time, they put demands on these leaderships in or-
der to organise the pressure of the masses against the bu-
reaucrats and, ultimately, to break them away from these
mis-leaders. %

51. A specific form of applying such a united front
tactic in the U.S. is the call to the anti-war trade unions and
the pro-Palestine solidarity movement to break with the
Democrats and to build an independent workers party (a
tactic which Trotsky elaborated in the 1930s). Such a par-
ty, in which Marxists would advocate a socialist program,
could organise the progressive sectors of the workers, mi-
grants and youth independent of the capitalist class and
advance the independent class struggle.

52. In some cases, there exists a clear danger that
openly bourgeois or even right-wing parties could hijack
such mass protests and exploit these to take power (e.g.
in Venezuela or Bangladesh). A number of reformists and
centrists react to this situation by taking a neutral position
on these mass struggles or even by joining the camp of
the oppressor. Such abstentionism or even support for the
autocracy is utterly reactionary. When the masses enter a
struggle, in particular if they have lived under a bourgeois
authoritarian regime for many years, it is only natural that
they lack experience and entertain naive illusions. The an-
swer of socialists must not be to isolate themselves from
such struggles but rather to join the masses, to help them
in building bodies of self-organisation and to win them for
a socialist program by relating to their experience. Social-
ists can only combat attempts of right-wing forces to gain
influence among the masses when they join the struggle
of the masses — and not be standing on the sidelines! So-
cialists will resolutely oppose mobilisations only in cases
where backward sectors of the masses, led by reactionary
forces, take the street and fight for reactionary goals (e.g.
anti-migrant riots, anti-abortion protests, chauvinist mo-
bilisations, etc.).
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The character of the current period and the
struggle for revolutionary leadership

53. The new phase which opened on 7 October 2023
is another cycle of wars and revolutions. It reflects the
deep contradictions of capitalism — a system which has
been in a period of decay since the Great Recession in
2008/09. These contradictions have even accelerated since
the Great Depression in 2019/20, resulting first in a global
wave of popular uprisings in summer/autumn 2019, then
the COVID-Counterrevolution in 2020-22, followed by
major events like the Ukraine War and the Gaza War. It
is a breathless period where one shock is followed by the
next, where the contradictions between classes and states
have accelerated to such a degree that wars, revolutions
and counterrevolutions are a constant feature and where
major catastrophes — ecological collapse, world war, etc. —
are approaching. These catastrophes can only be avoided
if the international working class takes power in time. It is
because of such profound explosive features that we have
emphasized the revolutionary character of the historic period
since 2008 from its very beginning. The events since then
have completely confirmed our analysis. *

54. At the same time, these crisis and upheavals reveal
once more the deep crisis of working-class leadership. In
all these struggles, it is non-revolutionary forces — usually
petty-bourgeois nationalist, populist or Islamist forces or
reformist-bureaucratic parties and trade unions — who are
the head of such movements. Authentic revolutionaries
are a very small force and even centrist forces — formally
adhering to “Trotskyism”, Maoism, or other radical cur-
rents — usually have only little influence in mass struggles.
However, without a strong revolutionary party —national-
ly and internationally — it will be impossible to secure any
lasting victory for the working class and the oppressed.
55. Many leftists draw pessimistic conclusions from
this. They either opportunistically adapt to the strong
reformist or populist forces — the “realistic” response of
spineless and careerists. Or they retreat into sectarian cir-
cles and hope for a miraculous solution by “regrouping
the left”. But the task in such a situation is not to despair
or to give up — this is the life motto of hysterics and “’tired’
old people of thirty years” as Lenin liked to call demoralised
renegades. As a matter of fact, many great movements in
history started small and had to endure periods of weak-
ness — think about the early Christians, the “secret socie-
ties” in China, the Russian Marxists in the 1880s and 1890s
or later the Trotskyists. In periods of counterrevolutions
and historic defeats, revolutionaries might indeed be com-
pelled to exist as small, isolated groups (like e.g. in the
1850s, the period of the “Long Boom” after World War II
or, to a certain degree the 1990s).

56. However, the current period is very different. It is
a period full of struggles which give rise to new genera-
tions of revolutionary fighters. A brief look at the age com-
position of the pro-Palestine solidarity movement, the fac-
es of the numerous martyrs of the Palestinian resistance,
the young demonstrators in Bangladesh, Kenya, Nigeria,
etc., the rebels in Burma/Myanmar — all this confirms that
we are living in a period of mass politicisation and rad-
icalisation of the youth (and not only the youth!). It is a
remarkable sign of the times that even among the upper
middle class and the bourgeoisie, individuals break ranks
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and publicly protest against the Western support of Isra-
el’s genocide (see e.g. the protesting students at elite uni-
versities in Harvard and Yale, the resignations of officials
from the state department or the army in the U.S., public
protests of university professors, etc). Everyone who has
an inch of historical knowledge knows that this is the air
of 1968!

57. In such a period, the task of revolutionaries is to
orientate to such struggles and to participate in these. They
must not screw up their noses about “the lack of socialist
consciousness” of the masses but rather learn to translate
the language of Marxism into one which is understand-
able to the masses. At the same time, Marxists must not
opportunistically adapt to the illusions dominating the
consciousness of activists. The task is rather to patiently
advocate a revolutionary program of struggle which links
the tactics for the struggle today with the goal of socialist
revolution. The revolutionary party which has to be built
will be based, first and foremost, on such new layers of
fighters and not on the ranks of the old worn-out left.

58. This does not mean that Marxists should simply
ignore the left. First, it will often be necessary to coordi-
nate activities with such forces. More importantly, the re-
formist and centrist organizations, despite their political
failures, are not immune to the pressure of the dynamic of
class struggle. This might often result into “realistic” op-
portunistic adaption to dominating reformist or populist
forces. But it is also possible that the dynamic of a new
layer of vanguard fighters affects such reformist or centrist
forces and pushes them to the left. It would be self-defeat-
ing sectarianism for Marxists to arrogantly ignore such
developments. Quite the opposite, the RCIT has always
pro-actively reacted to such developments and encour-
aged joint collaboration and discussion with such forces
with whom we find common ground on the main tasks of
the national and international class struggle. * There is no
doubt that the construction of a revolutionary world party
is a difficult task ahead of us. But it can be achieved if rev-
olutionaries combine Marxist analysis and program with
energetic willpower, if they orientate to the mass struggles
and if they unite with like-minded forces!
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The mass movement began to recover
after the 2020 standstill

The world bourgeoisie — in an unprecedented, centralized
way via the WHO - stopped the workers” and popular up-
rising in the second half of 2019, which had resulted in
several important rebellions around the world, with the
lockdown policy, which in China was called Zero Covid.
Although the capitalists managed to stop the mobiliza-
tions for more than two years, they did not manage to deal
a decisive blow to the mass movement, which slowly but
consistently began to recover and give continuity to the
process prior to 2020.

An example of this dynamic is the heroic resistance of the
Palestinian people, which confronts one of the most pow-
erful and bloodthirsty armies on the planet and gave rise
to the massive solidarity actions that developed and con-
tinue to develop throughout the planet.

The workers” and people’s struggle advanced in general
terms and gave rise to the rebellion in Bangladesh, the mo-
bilizations against fraud in Venezuela, the mobilizations
in Kenya, the strikes in South Korea, the actions against
the dictatorship in Myanmar and the march for justice in
Corrientes (Argentina), after the disappearance of a child
in a very small and marginal town in that province.

The working class and the peoples of the whole world are
regaining the initiative, counting on a considerable advan-
tage: the counterrevolutionary apparatuses, particularly
the Latin American populisms, which are a world refer-
ence for the rest, are going through a critical situation nev-
er seen before.

This reality was expressed in the resounding electoral de-
feat of Chavismo in Venezuela, which, to remain in power,
must intensify its repressive policies. Another demonstra-
tion is the fall from grace of Peronism in Argentina, which
lost the elections against an outsider, is being shattered by
great internal fights and a trial of the former president for
violence against his ex-wife. The union bureaucracy, once
the undisputed leader of the working class, is suffering the
consequences of this crisis because it is part of the Peronist
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apparatus and does not respond to the basic demands of
its members, who hate the union leaders, who live sur-
rounded by luxury, while the majority lose their achieve-
ments, jobs and the purchasing power of their salaries.
For this reason, while it is true that we must continue to
use the tactic of putting demands on the traditional lead-
ership, what prevails today is the denunciation of these
mobsters and the agitation about the need to replace them
with a new combative and democratic leadership, which
promotes the struggles of resistance and plays at unifying
them in active regional and national strikes.

In this context, a good part of the revolutionary left has
been transformed to begin to occupy the place — of contain-
ment within the system — that was previously occupied by
the Stalinist, social-democratic and populist apparatuses.
This is what happens with the Argentine Left Front, which
is exponentially deepening its adaptation to the regime.
Its Latin American parties and satellites tend to capitu-
late to Chavismo, Lulaism, the MAS of Bolivia, Peronism
and other expressions of regional populism, just at a time
when these counterrevolutionary apparatuses are under-
going a phenomenal process of putrefaction.

In these circumstances, not drawing lines with these sec-
tors is suicidal, because it prevents the parties and lead-
ers of the revolutionary left from appearing before the
mass movement as an alternative, since those below con-
fuse them with the old, which must be thrown into the
dustbin of history. Thus, new leaders of the right, such as
Javier Milei, do what the left does not know how to do to
position themselves as “opponents of the caste,” win elec-
tions and certain mass support. The need to relentlessly
denounce these apparatuses does not mean that we must
abandon the policy of putting demands, reflecting the fact
that the left that is not currently in a position to organize
the rebellions that are needed to end the adjustment meas-
ures of the ruling class. It means that what is needed is to
emphasise the slogans that are different from the machin-
ery and their counterrevolutionary leadership.

The crisis of the regime, the transitional democratic
slogans and the development of direct democracy
and dual power

The Covid Counterrevolution was a unique attempt by all
(or the vast majority) of the world bourgeoisie to change
the bourgeois democratic regime into a kind of Bonapar-
tism, with great restrictions and curtailment of democrat-
ic freedoms. This policy took place as a reaction to the
process of rise of the mass movement, which crossed the
whole world and, in some countries, created the condi-
tions of a revolutionary situation.

But the attempt to abandon formal democracy by the big
capitalists was not only due to the crisis of the institutions
of representative democracy and was not only a sign of
the advance of the mass movement; it also reflected the
exhaustion of this political regime, which can no longer
play the role of containment that it always played. The cri-
sis of the institutions of representative democracy is much
deeper and more visible in the oppressed, semi-colonial
countries, but it permeates almost the entire capitalist sys-
tem, with varying degrees of depth.

The most progressive consequence of this process is the
tendency for new democratic mechanisms to emerge in
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the struggles of the working class and popular masses,
based on organizations for the self-organization of strug-
gles, which, to the extent that these become radicalized,
can lead to the development of mechanisms of popular
power, such as the local councils in Syria, which expressed
the most advanced aspects of the Arab Spring.

This process of exhaustion of bourgeois democracy is
closely related to the growing importance of democratic
demands in the struggles of the mass movement through-
out the world, not only where there are openly dictatorial
regimes, but also in those countries where the institutions
corresponding to representative democracy continue to
exist. In the present circumstances, these democratic de-
mands must aim at the implementation of mechanisms for
direct democracy, a practice that is denied and boycott-
ed by the bureaucrats who control the unions and work-
ers’ centres, because when it is developed it questions the
power of traitorous leaders and can become the backbone
of revolutionary power.

The defence of democratic freedoms, which all capitalist
governments will try to crush in this period of crisis and
wars between powers, must be combined with the agi-
tation of slogans that point in this direction. The first of
these has to do with the primary instrument on which this
practice is based, which is the grassroots assembly, where
everything is discussed and resolved by majority vote.
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Books of the RCIT

Michael Probsting: Anti-Imperialism

in the Age of Great Power Rivalry
The Factors behind the Accelerating Rivalry between the U.S., China, Russia, EU and Japan.
A Critique of the Left’s Analysis and an Outline of the Marxist Perspective

In Anti-Imperialism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry Mi-
chael Probsting analyses the accelerating rivalry between
the imperialist Great Powers — the U.S., China, EU, Russia,
and Japan. He shows that the diplomatic rows, sanctions,
trade wars, and military tensions between these Great
Powers are not accidental or caused by a mad man in the
White House. They are rather rooted in the fundamental
contradictions of the capitalist system. This rivalry is a key
feature of the current historic period and could, ultimate-
ly, result in major wars between these Great Powers.
Anti-Imperialism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry demon-
strates the validity of the Marxist analysis of modern im-
perialism. Using comprehensive material (including 61
Tables and Figures), Michael Probsting elaborates that a
correct understanding of the rise of China and Russia as
new Great Powers is crucial for assessing the character of
the current inter-imperialist rivalry.

In Anti-Imperialism in the Age of Great Power Rivalry Mi-
chael Probsting critically discusses the analysis of modern
imperialism by a number of left-wing parties (left social
democrats, Stalinists, Trotskyists and others). He demon-

strates that most of these organizations fail to understand
the nature of the Great Power rivalry and, consequently,
are not able to take an internationalist and revolutionary
stance.

The author elaborates the approach of leading Marxist
figures like Lenin, Trotsky and Luxemburg to the prob-
lems of Great Power rivalry and
imperialist aggression against
oppressed peoples. He outlines
a Marxist program for the cur-
rent period which is essential for
anyone who wants to change the
world and bring about a socialist
future.

The book contains an introduction
and 29 chapters plus an appendix
(412 pages) and includes 61 figures
and tables. The author of the book is
Michael Probsting who serves as the
International Secretary of the RCIT.

Anti-Imperialism
in the Age of Great
Power Rivalry

By Michael Prodsting




18 Footnotes

wide/global/compilation-of-documents-on-nato-russia-conflict/.

30 See on this e.g. Michael Probsting: Western Financial
Sharks Try to Squeeze Dividends from the Ukraine, 21 May 2024,
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munists.net/worldwide/latin-america/action-program-for-ar-
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31 See e.g. Adam Smith: Bangladesh: Sheik Hasina Has
Fled, 11.08.2024, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/
asia/bangladesh-sheik-hasina-has-fled/

32 We draw reader’s attention to other documents of the
RCIT and CS on the military coup in Myanmar which are com-
piled on a special sub-page on our website: https://www.the-

gentina-february-2024/

37 See on this e.g. Michael Probsting: Theses on the Grow-
ing Impact of the National and Democratic Question. The Marx-
ist theory of Permanent Revolution and its application in the cur-
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communists.net/worldwide/asia/collection-of-articles-on-the-
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33 See on this e.g. RCIT: Venezuela: The Presidential Elec-
tions and Revolutionary Tactics. No support for Maduro nor any
other bourgeois candidate! For an independent workers party!

30 June 2024, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/

latin-america/venezuela-the-presidential-elections-2024-and-
revolutionary-tactics/; RCIT: The Character of the Political Re-
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of-venezuela/; Convergencia Socialista: Fuera Maduro, toda
nuestra solidaridad con el pueblo venezolano que lucha por su
libertad, 30.07.2024, https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.
com/2024/07/fuera-maduro-toda-nuestra-solidaridad.html; Ven-
ezuela, sectores populares y las oposiciones resisten al fraude ,
reporte desde Caracas por el luchador socialista Omar Vazquez

Heredia, 30.7.2024, https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.

com/2024/07/desde-venezuela-reporte-del-luchador.html
34 See e.g. RCIT: Kenya: Masses Set Parliament on Fire

as Police Kills many Demonstrators! 27.06.2024, https://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/africa-and-middle-east/ken-
a-masses-set-parliament-on-fire-as-police-kills-many-demon-
strators/; Raimi Akegbejo: Kenya: Down With the Ruto Gov-
ernment!, 2" July 2024, https://communism4africa.wordpress.
com/2024/07/02/down-with-the-ruto-government
35 See on this e.g. RSV: ON THE “DAYS OF RAGE"/#E
NDBADGOVERNANCEINNIGERIA PROTESTS, 31* July 2024,
https://communism4africa.wordpress.com/2024/08/01/on-the-
days-of-rage-endbadgovernanceinnigeria-protests

38 See on this e.g. RCIT: RCIT-Theses on the United Front
Tactic. Theses on the Principles of the United Front Tactic and Its
Application to the Current Conditions of Class Struggle, 9 April

2016, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/united-front-tac-
tic/

39 For our analysis of the current historic period see e.g.
chapter 14 in our book by Michael Probsting: The Great Robbery
of the South. Continuity and Changes in the Super-Exploitation
of the Semi-Colonial World by Monopoly Capital Consequences
for the Marxist Theory of Imperialism, RCIT Books, Vienna 2013,
http://www.great-robbery-of-the-south.net/. See also chapter II
in RCIT: RCIT: World Perspectives 2016: Advancing Counter-
revolution and Acceleration of Class Contradictions Mark the
Opening of a New Political Phase, 23 January 2016, https://www.
thecommunists.net/theory/world-perspectives-2016/

40 See e.g. RCIT: A Period of Catastrophes, Wars, and
Revolutions Requires Unity of Revolutionaries! Statement for
the Conference in Milano on 17/18 February 2024, https://www.

thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/rcit-statement-for-mila-

no-conference-february-2024/; Internationalist Meeting in Mi-
lano: An Inspiring Conference! 22 February 2024, https://www.

thecommunists.net/rcit/report-from-internationalist-meeting-in-

milano-february-2024/

Books of the RCIT

Yossi Schwartz: Palestine and Zionism

The History of Oppression of the Palestinian People.
A Critical Account of the Myths of Zionism

In Palestine and Zionism Yossi Schwartz provides a critical analysis
of numerous Zionist myths about the Jews as well as about the
Palestinians. He demonstrates that the Zionist claim that Pales-
tine is the historic homeland of the Jews lacks any serious basis.
Palestine and Zionism shows that the history of Zionism in the
20th century is a history of colonialism in the service of the Great
Powers and directed against the native population — the Arabs.
In Palestine and Zionism Yossi Schwartz deals with key events
— the “Nakba” in 1948, the wars in 1956, 1967 and 1973, more re-
cent events like the Lebanon War, etc. — which were decisive for
the expulsion of most Palestinians from their homeland.

Yossi Schwartz also shows that the Palestinian people have he-
roically resisted against the occupation resulting in two Intifa-
das as well as the successful defense of Gaza against the Israeli
aggression in three wars (2008/09, 2012, 2014). The author also
analysis the shameful betrayal by the PLO leadership by signing
the Oslo Agreement in 1993.

In Palestine and Zionism Yossi Schwartz defends the right of na-
tional self-determination for the Palestinian people and outlines

a socialist perspective. He emphasizes that the only solution is
the right of millions of Palestinian refugees to return to their
homeland and to replace the Zionist entity with one democratic
state from the river to the sea — a Free Red Palestine with equal
civil rights to the Arabs and the Is-
raeli Jews.

The book contains an introduction
and 7 chapters (112 pages) and in-
cludes 7 Tables and 3 Maps. The au-
thor of the book is Yossi Schwartz,
a leading member of the Revolu-
tionary Communist International
Tendency and its section in Israel /
Occupied Palestine..

You can find the contents and
download the book for free at
https://www.thecommunists.net/
theory/palestine-and-zionism/

Palestine
and Zionism

1y Viasna Schiwarei
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What the RCIT Stands for

dency (RCIT) is a fighting organisation for

the liberation of the working class and all
oppressed. It has national sections in various coun-
tries. The working class is the class of all those (and
their families) who are forced to sell their labour
power as wage earners to the capitalists. The RCIT
stands on the theory and practice of the revolution-
ary workers” movement associated with the names
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trotsky.

Capitalism endangers our lives and the future of
humanity. Unemployment, war, environmental
disasters, hunger, exploitation, are part of everyday
life under capitalism as are the national oppres-
sion of migrants and nations and the oppression
of women, young people and homosexuals. There-
fore, we want to eliminate capitalism.

The liberation of the working class and all op-
pressed is possible only in a classless society with-
out exploitation and oppression. Such a society can
only be established internationally.

Therefore, the RCIT is fighting for a socialist revo-
lution at home and around the world.

This revolution must be carried out and lead by
the working class, for she is the only class that has
nothing to lose but their chains.

The revolution can not proceed peacefully because
never before has a ruling class voluntarily surren-
dered their power. The road to liberation includes
necessarily the armed rebellion and civil war
against the capitalists.

The RCIT is fighting for the establishment of work-
ers’ and peasant republics, where the oppressed or-
ganize themselves in rank and file meetings in fac-
tories, neighbourhoods and schools — in councils.
These councils elect and control the government
and all other authorities and can always replace
them.

Real socialism and communism has nothing to do
with the so-called “real existing socialism” in the
Soviet Union, China, Cuba or Eastern Europe. In
these countries, a bureaucracy dominated and op-
pressed the proletariat.

The RCIT supports all efforts to improve the liv-
ing conditions of workers and the oppressed. We
combine this with a perspective of the overthrow
of capitalism.

We work inside the trade unions and advocate
class struggle, socialism and workers” democracy.
But trade unions and social democracy are con-
trolled by a bureaucracy. This bureaucracy is a lay-
er which is connected with the state and capital via
jobs and privileges. It is far from the interests and

The Revolutionary Communist International Ten-

living circumstances of the members. This bureau-
cracy’s basis rests mainly on the top, privileged lay-
ers of the working class - the workers” aristocracy.
The struggle for the liberation of the working class
must be based on the broad mass of the proletariat
rather than their upper strata.

The RCIT strives for unity in action with other or-
ganizations. However, we are aware that the policy
of social democracy and the pseudo-revolutionary
groups is dangerous and they ultimately represent
an obstacle to the emancipation of the working
class.

We fight for the expropriation of the big land own-
ers as well as for the nationalisation of the land and
its distribution to the poor and landless peasants.
We fight for the independent organisation of the
rural workers.

We support national liberation movements against
oppression. We also support the anti-imperialist
struggles of oppressed peoples against the great
powers. Within these movements we advocate a
revolutionary leadership as an alternative to na-
tionalist or reformist forces.

In a war between imperialist states (e.g. U.S., Chi-
na, EU, Russia, Japan) we take a revolutionary de-
featist position, i.e. we don’t support neither side
and advocate the transformation of the war into a
civil war against the ruling class. In a war between
an imperialist power (or its stooge) and a semi-co-
lonial country we stand for the defeat of the former
and the victory of the oppressed country.

The struggle against national and social oppression
(women, youth, sexual minorities etc.) must be lead
by the working class. We fight for revolutionary
movements of the oppressed (women, youth, mi-
grants etc.) based on the working class. We oppose
the leadership of petty-bourgeois forces (feminism,
nationalism, Islamism etc.) and strive to replace
them by a revolutionary communist leadership.

Only with a revolutionary party fighting as its
leadership can the working class win. The construc-
tion of such a party and the conduct of a successful
revolution as it was demonstrated by the Bolshe-
viks under Lenin and Trotsky in Russia are a model
for the revolutionary parties and revolutions also in
the 21 Century.

For new, revolutionary workers’ parties in all
countries! For a 5" Workers International on a rev-
olutionary program! Join the RCIT!

No future without socialism!

No socialism without a revolution!

No revolution without a revolutionary party!







