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World Economy: The Second Slump Has Begun

Latest figures from a renown bourgeois economic institute
confirm the Marxists” analysis
An Article (with 3 Tables) by Michael Probsting, International Secretary of the RCIT, 28 November 2021

that the capitalist world economy — which has entered

a Great Depression since autumn 2019 — is drifting to-
wards a second slump. We explained that the official opti-
mism of the bourgeois economists who fantasized about a
continuation of the cyclical upswing of the global econo-
my, was completely unfounded. *

At this point we will not repeat our analysis of the main
features of the current crisis or its deeper causes. We refer
interested readers to the analysis elaborated in the RCIT
documents mentioned in the footnote above. Here, we will
limit ourselves to present the latest official data on the state
of the capitalist world economy. These data fully confirm
our analysis as they indicate that the Second Slump has
begun now.

For this, we use the latest publication of the Bureau for Eco-
nomic Policy Analysis (CPB) in the Netherlands. We have
used their material already in past documents as this is a
renowned bourgeois institute, which studies are regularly
used by the European Union or leading investment banks
like J.P. Morgan. The CPB publishes a monthly bulletin
covering the development of global industrial production
and world trade. According to the latest issue of this bul-
letin, world trade as well as industrial production have en-
tered a process of decline since several months.

World merchandise trade, measured in volumes, grew by
+3,3% in the first quarter of 2021, by only +0,9% in Q2 and
declined by -1,1% in Q3. (See Table 1)

When we look to the cyclical development of world in-
dustrial production, the features of the Second Slump
become even more evident. According to the CPB, global
industrial production, measured in volumes, increased by
+2,9% in the first quarter of 2021, but stagnated already in
Q2 (0,0%) and declined by --0,2% in Q3. (See Table 2)

In the past few months, we have repeatedly pointed out
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In the next table we show the cyclical development of
world industrial production in the past three quarters this
year for each region. (See Table 3). These figures confirm
the trend of declining growth for all regions (except Af-
rica and Middle East). Furthermore, they demonstrate that
the slump has been most severe (until now) in China — the
largest or second-largest economy in the world (depend-
ing on the criteria used) — as well as in Latin America. It
was also particularly steep in the last quarter in Japan — the
world’s third-largest economy.

This development points to an important difference be-
tween the first phase of the Great Depression (in summer
and autumn 2019) and the current one. As we demon-
strated in our analysis about the process when the world
economy entered recession in 2019, at that time it was
old imperialist states — the U.S., Western Europe and Ja-
pan — which were the first experiencing actual decline. *
This time, it is China — the new imperialist power — which
spearheads the global economy into another slump.

Let us note in passing that this development reflects,
among others, the fact that China is not a “semi-colonial”,
“peripherical” or “sub-imperialist” country as a number
of socialists wrongly claim. In contrast to them, the RCIT
and other Marxists state that China has become a driving
force in world politics as well as in world economy —i.e. a
full blown imperialist Great Power — since the early 2010s.
6

It is very likely that the flagbearer and propagandists of
the ruling class will soon explain the new slump with the
pandemic and the emergence of a new virus (“Omicron”).
However, this is the same nonsense which they did already
say in spring 2020. At that time these servants of the bour-
geoisie claimed that the global recession was a result of the
pandemic, i.e. that it was caused by political emergency

Publications of the RCIT

World Perspectives 2021-22:
Entering a Pre-Revolutionary
Global Situation

Theses of the International Executive Committee of the RCIT, 22 August 2021

Introduction * I. Great Depression, its Genesis and its Relevance for the COVID Counterrevolution *

II. Peculiar Features of the Crisis and Prospects of the Capitalist World Economy * III. Acceleration of
the Cold War between the Imperialist Great Powers * IV. The COVID Counterrevolution Enters a New
Phase * V. A New Global Wave of Mass Struggles * Entering a Pre-Revolutionary World Situation of

Accelerating Polarization between Classes and States * Footnotes

A RCIT Pamphlet, 28 pages, A4 Format
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measures and not by the inner contradictions of decaying
capitalism. However, as we did demonstrate the Great
Depression started already in autumn 2019 - long before
anyone had heard about the existence of SARS-CoV-2.
Now it is the same. The Second Slump did not begin in late
November 2021 with the emergence of “Omicron” but al-
ready in the months before. It is caused by the irresolvable
contradictions of a profit-driven system which has entered
a period of systemic crisis.

The bourgeois ideologists will claim that the Second
Slump has been caused by the pandemic not only because
they are blind for the contradictory nature of capitalism.
They have also a political reason to do so. If the slump is
caused by the virus, the only way to overcome the reces-
sion — so the bourgeois ideologists will say — is to imple-
ment their COVID policy. In other words, the cheerleaders
of the monopoly bourgeoisie will try to exploit the reces-
sion to defend their state bonapartist policy of lockdowns
against the population, Green Pass and compulsory vac-
cination.

For these reasons, it is important for Marxists to explain
the real reasons of the Second Slump and to show that the
only way out is the revolutionary class struggle against
the ruling class and their COVID Counterrevolution. ”

Footnotes

1 See on this e.g. Michael Probsting: Capitalist Energy
Crunch: Towards Dark Winter. On another important feature of
the Great Depression of the capitalist world economy, its eco-
nomic causes and its political consequences, 23 October 2021,
https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/capitalist-
energy-crunch-towards-dark-winter/; by the same author:
World Economy: Heading towards a Second Slump? 2 October
2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/world-
economy-heading-towards-a-second-slump/; The Real Estate

Bubble in Capitalist China. Evergrande, Fantasia, and Sinic
make global investors tremble and for good reasons, 6 October
2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/asia/the-real-
estate-bubble-in-capitalist-china/; see also RCIT: World Perspec-
tives 2021-22: Entering a Pre-Revolutionary Global Situation, 22

August 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/world-

perspectives-2021-22/
2 Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis: CPB World

Trade Monitor September (25 November 2021), p. 3

3 Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis: CPB World
Trade Monitor September (25 November 2021), p. 5

4 Bureau for Economic Policy Analysis: CPB World
Trade Monitor September (25 November 2021), p. 5

5 See Chapter I. “I. The Great Depression, its Genesis and
its Relevance for the COVID Counterrevolution” in the above-men-
tioned document by the RCIT: World Perspectives 2021-22: En-
tering a Pre-Revolutionary Global Situation.

6 The RCIT has published numerous documents about
capitalism in China and its transformation into a Great Power.
See on this e.g. our book by Michael Probsting: Anti-Imperialism
in the Age of Great Power Rivalry. The Factors behind the Accel-
erating Rivalry between the U.S., China, Russia, EU and Japan.
A Critique of the Left’s Analysis and an Outline of the Marxist
Perspectlve RCIT Books Vlenna 2019 https://www.thecom-

er- rlvalry[ See also by the same author the essay “Chinese Impe-
rialism and the World Economy” published in the second edition
of The Palgrave Encyclopedia of Imperialism and Anti-Imperialism
(edited by Immanuel Ness and Zak Cope), Palgrave Macmillan,

Cham, 2020, https://link.springer.com/referenceworkentry/10.10
07%2F978-3-319-91206-6_179-1; China’s transformation into an
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imperialist power. A study of the economic, political and mili-
tary aspects of China as a Great Power (2012), in: Revolutionary
Communism No. 4, http://www.thecommunists.net/publica-
tions/revcom-number-4; How is it possible that some Marxists
still Doubt that China has Become Capitalist? (A Critique of the
PTS/FT), An analysis of the capitalist character of China’s State-
Owned Enterprises and its political consequences, 18 September
2020,  https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/pts-ft-and-chi-
nese-imperialism-2/; Unable to See the Wood for the Trees (PTS/
FT and China). Eclectic empiricism and the failure of the PTS/FT
to recognize the imperialist character of China, 13 August 2020,
https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/pts-ft-and-chinese-
imperialism/. See many more RCIT documents at a special sub-
page on the RCIT’s website: https://www.thecommunists.net/
theory/china-russia-as-imperialist-powers/.

7 The RCIT has analyzed the COVID-19 counterrevolu-
tion extensively since its beginning. Starting from 2 February
2020 we have published about 100 pamphlets, essays, articles
and statements plus a book which are all compiled at a spe-
cial sub-page on our website: https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/global/collection-of-articles-on-the-2019-corona-
virus/. In particular we refer readers to two RCIT Manifestos:
COVID-19: A Cover for a Major Global Counterrevolutionary
Offensive. We are at a turning point in the world situation as
the ruling classes provoke a war-like atmosphere in order to le-
gitimize the build-up of chauvinist state-bonapartist regimes,

21 March 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/

global/covid-19-a-cover-for-a-major-global-counterrevolution-
ary-offensive/; “Green Pass” & Compulsory Vaccinations: A

New Stage in the COVID Counterrevolution. Down with the
chauvinist-bonapartist police & surveillance state — defend dem-
ocratic rights! No to health policy in the service of the capitalist
monopolies — expand the public health sector under workers and

popular control! 29 July 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/global/green-pass-compulsory-vaccinations-a-new-

stage-in-the-covid-counterrevolution/; In addition, we draw at-
tention to our book by Michael Prébsting: The COVID-19 Global
Counterrevolution: What It Is and How to Fight It. A Marxist
analysis and strategy for the revolutionary struggle, RCIT Books,

April 2020, Chapter V, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/
the-covid-19-global-counterrevolution/. See also our very first

article on this issue by Almedina Guni¢: Coronavirus: “I am not
a Virus”... but WE will be the Cure! The chauvinist campaign
behind the “Wuhan Coronavirus” hysteria and the revolution-

ary answer, 2 February 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/

worldwide/global/wuhan-virus/. Almedina Guni¢ and Michael
Probsting: On Some Ideological Features of the COVID Counter-

revolution. Comments on an interesting interview with a Ger-
man liberal historian, 14 November 2021, https://www.thecom-
munists.net/worldwide/global/on-some-ideological-features-
of-the-covid-counterrevolution/; See also a number of Spanish-
language articles of our Argentinean comrades: Juan Giglio: La
izquierda de la “Big Pharma”, dejé de defender las libertades,
1.10.2021, https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.com/2021/10/
la-izquierda-de-la-big-pharma-dejo-de.html; Juan Giglio: ;Por
qué la izquierda no cuestiona las politicas de la OMS? 8.9.2021,
https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.com/2021/09/por-que-
la-izquierda-no-cuestiona-las.html
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Table 1. World Merchandise Trade, Percentage Changes (2018-2020, Q1-Q3 2021) >
2018 2019 2020 Q1 2021 Q2 2021 Q3 2021
Volumes 3.4 0.3 -52 3,3 0,9 -1,1

Table 2. World Industrial Production Volume, Percentage Changes
(2018-2020, Q1-Q3 2021) *

2018 2019 2020 Q12021 Q2 2021 Q32021
World 3.0 0.6 -4.9 2,9 0,0 -0,2

Table 3. World Industrial Production Volume by Regions, Percentage Changes
(2018-2020, Q1-Q3 2021) *

Q1 2021 Q22021 032021
Advanced economies 1,7 0,9 0,0
Euro Area 1,0 0,2 -0,3
United States 1,0 1,6 1,0
United Kingdom -0,5 1,0 0,8
Japan 2,6 1,5 -3,2
Advanced Asia excl Japan 4,3 0,5 0,7
Other advanced economies 2,4 0,6 0,6
Emerging economies 4,0 -0,8 -0,4
China 5,7 -2,9 -1,7
Emerging Asia excl China 1,9 3,2 0,2
Eastern Europe / CIS 0,3 2,5 -0,1
Latin America 2,6 -0,5 -0,1
Africa and Middle East 1,8 2,4 4,0
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Publications of the RCIT

The Inter-Imperialist Cold War
between the US and China

By Michael Priébsting, March 2021

Introduction * A symbolic public row * Two thieves as upholders of moral standards * Escalating the
conflict between China and Japan * The Quad Summit * Inter-Imperialist tensions in the Taiwan Strait
* Unavoidable continuation and acceleration of inter-imperialist rivalry * Continuing doing business *
Towards escalation on the Korean Peninsula? * “Fuck the EU” and Russia, again? * Confirmation of the
Marxist analysis * Footnotes
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How Does the Capitalist Pandemic Policy

Affect the Income? Judge Yourself!

A new study about the development of income in Britain
since the end of 2019 demonstrates an extraor-dinary increase in inequality
By Michael Probsting, International Secretary of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 14.12.2021

tired to tell us that their pandemic policy supposedly
serves the interests of public health. They call for
making “sacrifices” despite the “harm for the economy” in
order to show “our solidarity with the old and vulnerable”
and to save their lives. As we did demonstrate in a recent

essay, a renown German historian of pandemics (and a
dedicated liberal supporter of the Lockdown policy) even
claims that the COVID policy of governments puts, for
the first time in human history, “the interests of health above
those of the economy”! *

The RCIT has demonstrated in a number of articles
that this is — and always has been — utter nonsense! > In
fact, the period since the beginning of the pandemic
has been extremely profitable for the largest capitalist
corporations and the billionaires. Bloomberg summarized
the development in 2020 as follows: “The world’s 500 richest
people added $1.8 trillion to their combined net worth this year
and are now worth $7.6 trillion, according to the Bloomberg
Billionaires Index. Equivalent to a 31% increase, it’s the biggest
annual gain in the eight-year history of the index and a $3
trillion jump from the market’s nadir in March. The gains were
disproportionately at the top, where five individuals now hold
fortunes in excess of $100 billion and another 20 are worth at
least $50 billion.” 3

The New Economics Foundation recently published
another study about the development of income in Britain
which strongly confirms our Marxist analysis again. *
The study compares the period from December 2019 to
December 2021 and concludes that “families with below
median household income have seen their living standards
squeezed right across the distribution. On an annualised basis,
the poorest 50% of families have seen their disposable incomes

The capitalist ruling class and their barkers don’t get

ilhelEirelofiRevolution
\WilllBurniDeown!

Communist International Tendenocy

* Introductory Note
* A New Era of Counterrevolutionary Offensive

squeezed by an average of £110 in real terms (...), while the
top 5% of families have seen gains of more than £3,300. This
has seen poverty — defined in terms of families with equivalised
income below 60% of the UK median before housing costs — rise
by 300,000 in two years. (...) At the other end of the income
scale, windfall gains for the richest 5% have been seven times
higher than for anyone else in the top half of the distribution

(...). This reflects the relative insulation from the effects of the
downturn for certain high paying jobs and occupations, as well
as continued growth in international stock markets across the
period, despite inflation and reduced activity elsewhere in the
real global economy.”

In other words, the capitalist pandemic policy made the
rich richer and the poor poorer. So, judge yourself: Who
gains and who loses from the ruling class COVID policy
which is characterized by Lockdowns, Green Pass and
compulsory vaccination?!

From the RCIT, we repeat: the pandemic policy of the
capitalist governments all around the world has never
been primarily motivated by concern for public health. It
rather serves political and economic interests of the rich
and powerful. The key characteristics of the this policy —
which we have called the COVID Counterrevolution — are
expanding the power of the state apparatus and increasing
the profits of the monopolies. * The key task now is to
mobilize the workers and oppressed and to bring down
these reactionary regimes!

Footnotes

1 See Almedina Guni¢ and Michael Probsting: On Some
Ideological Features of the COVID Counterrevolution. Comments
on an interesting interview with a German liberal historian, 14
November 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/on-
some-ideological-features-of-the-covid-counterrevolution/

New Program of the RCIT

Manifesto for the Liberation Struggle

Adopted at the 111. World Congress of the RCIT in April 2021

and Revolutionary Upheavals

* The Capitalist State Monster Attacks Democracy!

i Defeat Chauvinism and Bonapartism!

il * Great Power Rivalry and Imperialist Aggression in the South:

.:. Turn the Guns against the Lords of Power and Money!

* Crisis of Revolutionary Leadership: How to Organize and How to Fight?

A RCIT Pamphlet, 24 pages, A5 Format
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2 See on this e.g. Michael Prébsting: Mass Vaccination Can
Make You Rich... at least if you own a pharmaceutical corporation!
22 June 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/mass-
vaccination-can-make-you-rich/; see by the same author: COVID-19:
“A Market of up to 23 Billion US-Dollar”. The big corporations in
the pharmaceutical industry expect gigantic profits by the vaccine
business, 12 February 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/global/covid-19-a-market-of-up-to-23-billion-us-dollar/;  see
also by the same author: COVID-19: An Opportunity Too Good to
Be Missed by the Lords of Wealth and Money (Part 1). An “official”
confirmation of the Marxist analysis that the ruling class utilizes
the pandemic for expanding the bonapartist state, 18 January
2021,  https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/covid-19-an-
opportunity-to-good-to-be-missed-by-the-lords-of-wealth-and-money-
part-1/; COVID-19: An Opportunity Too Good to Be Missed by
the Lords of Wealth and Money (Part 2). A few examples of how
the monopoly capitalists rob the workers under the cover of the
anti-democratic Lockdown policy, 11 February 2021, https://www.
thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/covid-19-an-opportunity-too-good-
to-be-missed-by-the-lords-of-wealth-and-money-part-2/; COVID-19:
That Was A Damn Good Year ... for the Billionaires in West and East
who massively gained from the anti-democratic Lockdown policy, 5
January 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/covid-
19-that-was-a-damn-good-year-for-the-billionaires-in-west-and-east/

3 Devon Pendleton and Jack Witzig: Bezos, Musk Smash
Records as World’s Richest Added $1.8 Trillion, Bloomberg, 31.
Dezember2020, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-31/
elon-musk-jeff-bezos-smash-records-as-world-s-richest-people-add-1-8-
trillion

4 Dominic Caddick, Alfie Stirling: Half of UK families are
£110 worse off a year since 2019 general election, New Economics
Foundation, 13 December 2021, https://neweconomics.org/2021/12/
two-years-on-britain-has-been-torn-apart-not-levelled-up

5 The RCIT has analyzed the COVID-19 counterrevolution
extensively since its beginning. Starting from 2 February 2020 we
have published about 100 pamphlets, essays, articles and statements
plus a book which are all compiled at a special sub-page on our
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website:  https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/collection-
of-articles-on-the-2019-corona-virus/. In particular we refer readers
to two RCIT Manifestos: COVID-19: A Cover for a Major Global
Counterrevolutionary Offensive. We are at a turning point in the
world situation as the ruling classes provoke a war-like atmosphere
in order to legitimize the build-up of chauvinist state-bonapartist
regimes, 21 March 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/
global/covid-19-a-cover-for-a-major-global-counterrevolutionary-
offensive/; “Green Pass” & Compulsory Vaccinations: A New Stage
in the COVID Counterrevolution. Down with the chauvinist-
bonapartist police & surveillance state — defend democratic rights! No
to health policy in the service of the capitalist monopolies — expand
the public health sector under workers and popular control! 29 July
2021,  https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/green-pass-
compulsory-vaccinations-a-new-stage-in-the-covid-counterrevolution/; In
addition, we draw attention to our book by Michael Probsting: The
COVID-19 Global Counterrevolution: What It Is and How to Fight
It. A Marxist analysis and strategy for the revolutionary struggle,
RCIT Books, April 2020, Chapter V, https://www.thecommunists.net/
theory/the-covid-19-global-counterrevolution/. See also our very first
article on this issue by Almedina Guni¢: Coronavirus: “I am not a
Virus”... but WE will be the Cure! The chauvinist campaign behind
the “Wuhan Coronavirus” hysteria and the revolutionary answer,
2 February 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global
wuhan-virus/. Almedina Guni¢ and Michael Probsting: On Some
Ideological Features of the COVID Counterrevolution. Comments
on an interesting interview with a German liberal historian, 14
November 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/
on-some-ideological-features-of-the-covid-counterrevolution/; See also a
number of Spanish-language articles of our Argentinean comrades:
Juan Giglio: La izquierda de la “Big Pharma”, dejé de defender
las libertades, 1.10.2021, https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.
com/2021/10/la-izquierda-de-la-big-pharma-dejo-de.html; Juan Giglio:
¢(Por qué la izquierda no cuestiona las politicas de la OMS? 8.9.2021,
https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.com/2021/09/por-que-la-
izquierda-no-cuestiona-las.html

NEW RCIT PUBLICATION!

The Catastrophic Failure of the
Theory of “Catastrophism”

By Michael Probsting, May 2018

On the Marxist Theory of Capitalist Breakdown and its Misinterpretation
by the Partido Obrero (Argentina) and its
“Coordinating Committee for the Refoundation of the Fourth International”

Introduction * A Note on the PO’s term “Catatrophism” * What did the Marxist Classics Say? A Brief
Overview * Empirical Evidence for the Long-Term Decline of Capitalism * What will come after Capitalism?
* Epoch and Periods * The Current Historical Period which Opened in 2008/09 * Empirical Evidence for the
Decay of Capitalism in the Present Historic Period * The Dialectical and the Mechanistic Interpretation
of Cycles on Capitalism * Permanent Collapse? No, there is Collapse and Collapse * Consequences of
“Catastrophism” (I): Confusion on Capitalist Restoration * Consequences of “Catastrophism” (II):
Confusion on China and Russia as Capitalist Powers * Excurse: The Theory of “Long Waves” and Dialectical
Materialism * From Economic Crisis to Revolutionary Situation? * Can the Crisis of Leadership be Solved
without an International Democratic-Centralist Organization? * Conclusions * Footnotes

A RCIT Pamphlet, 32 pages, A4 Format
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EU: “We will use the Health Pass also after the Pandemic”

By Michael Probsting, International Secretary of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 15.12.2021

spring 2020 that the COVID policy is not designed

to serve the interests of public health. It is rather
used as a pretext for dramatically expanding the police
and surveillance state so that the ruling class can better
control the masses in a period of deep economic crisis and
popular unrest. !

We explained that the system of the “Health Pass” (or
“Green Pass”) plays a key role in such a policy to increase
surveillance of the popular masses. Such a pass allows to
massively restrict the freedom of movement for people
who don’t meet the official standards imposed by the
government (e.g. if they are not vaccinated). Furthermore,
such a pass is often combined with a specific app on the
mobile phone. (“Corona App”) This app allows the state
apparatus to trace where you are at any time. The offi-
cial excuse for this is that this would help to contain the
spreading of the virus. But only those with naive illusions
in the capitalist state will deny that such a tracing app can
and will also be used for other purposes!

It goes without saying that such a system of control and
surveillance can only be managed if it is accompanied with
the massive expansion of a state apparatus. It requires a
centralized data entry system of the health conditions of
all citizens and of information of who has been at which
place at what time. Without such a centralized data entry
system no “Health Pass” system could work. In addition,
the state needs to massively increase the personal of the
repression apparatus (police, army, etc.) so that it execute
the restrictions in public places, transport, cafeteria, etc.

The implementation of this system is already far ad-
vanced. In October 2021, the EU announced that more than
591 million certificates for EU Digital COVID-19 Passports
have been issued so far.

A recently published report of the European Union — in
cooperation with the OECD - confirms our analysis that
the ruling class plans to further expand and to extend
these instruments of control and surveillance. This report
— called “State of Health in the EU: Companion Report 2021”
— provides an interesting insight into the plans of the lead-
ing circles of the EU. 3

“Even prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, most European coun-
tries employed some digital health tools in the area of public
health to support infectious disease monitoring and surveil-
lance. (...) During the COVID-19 pandemic, digital health tools
were also employed to support contact-tracing, a key component
of an effective disease containment strategy. However, contact
tracing is also a very labour-intensive process that became un-
manageable without the support of digital tools once the num-
ber of infections reached a certain threshold. As the number of
professional contact-tracers was insufficient in most European
countries in the early phase of the pandemic, most EU countries
developed their national mobile contact-tracing and warning
apps to support this process.” (p. 19)

“The COVID-19 pandemic has sped up ‘by necessity’ the imple-
mentation of major changes required to increase the use of digital
health technologies. As outlined at the beginning of this section,
technical challenges were only one of the obstacles to implemen-
tation prior to the pandemic. In fact, for several digital health

The RCIT has warned from the very beginning in

technologies, evidence suggests that important enablers of their
increased adoption during the pandemic consisted in changes to
the rules that governed their use by health workers. Even though
changes to the regulatory and reimbursement frameworks con-
tributed to increasing the adoption of digital health tools, in
some countries these changes have been conceived as temporary
measures linked to the COVID-19 emergency. Looking beyond
the pandemic, it will be important to investigate the experiences
of both health workers and patients who have used digital health
tools during the pandemic, also with a view to evaluate their
effectiveness and devise adequate financial and requlatory provi-
sions.” (p. 22)

If one translates the diplomatic language into plain Eng-
lish, the meaning becomes clear. The “digital health tools”
(read: Contact Apps on your mobile, Green Pass with QR
Code, etc.) were employed to support contact-tracing
(read: surveillance).

The report says that “in some countries these changes have
been conceived as temporary measures linked to the COVID-19
emergency.” This means, in turn, that “other countries”
have conceived these new surveillance tools from the be-
ginning not as temporarily but as permanent.

The final sentences of the quote above indicate that the
EU Commission wants to extend the use of these surveil-
lance instruments also for the period after the official end
of the pandemic.

In fact, the European Commissioner for Health, Stella
Kyriakides, did already announce earlier this year that
she wants to introduce a universal “Health Pass” in the
whole of the EU. This pass shall contain information about
the health status, the status of vaccination, as well as a QR
code. “Later, additional information can be added.”. (Hm,
which information could this be?!) Such vaccination pass-
ports ,,will be an important instrument for citizens during the
pandemic but also after (!) we have overcome it.” *

Let us note in passing that it is neither accidental not with-
out irony that the husband of Ms. Kyriakides, a Cypriot
millionaire, is under suspicion of corruption after getting
several loans worth millions of Euros from a state bank. °

Let us conclude that the system of a “Health Pass” is not
a temporary instrument. It is — and it has been designed as
such from the very beginning — an instrument of the ruling
class to control and surveil the popular masses which they
plan to keep even after the pandemic might have officially
ended.

It is both a shame as well as a tragedy that most sectors of
the reformist and centrist left still refuse to recognize the
extraordinary bonapartist character of the COVID policy
which has always been designed to expand massively the
powers of the capitalist state. In fact, the Lockdown Left
has capitulated to the COVID Counterrevolution since the
very beginning. In contrast, authentic socialists must re-
fuse this opportunist course and join the RCIT in fighting
for a revolutionary and democratic perspective!

Footnotes

1 The RCIT has analyzed the COVID-19 counterrevolu-
tion extensively since its beginning. Starting from 2 February
2020 we have published about 100 pamphlets, essays, articles
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and statements plus a book which are all compiled at a spe-
cial sub-page on our website: https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/global/collection-of-articles-on-the-2019-corona-
virus/. In particular we refer readers to two RCIT Manifestos:
COVID-19: A Cover for a Major Global Counterrevolutionary
Offensive. We are at a turning point in the world situation as
the ruling classes provoke a war-like atmosphere in order to le-
gitimize the build-up of chauvinist state-bonapartist regimes,

21 March 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/

global/covid-19-a-cover-for-a-major-global-counterrevolution-
ary-offensive/; “Green Pass” & Compulsory Vaccinations: A

New Stage in the COVID Counterrevolution. Down with the
chauvinist-bonapartist police & surveillance state — defend dem-
ocratic rights! No to health policy in the service of the capitalist
monopolies — expand the public health sector under workers and

popular control! 29 July 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/
worldwide/global/green-pass-compulsory-vaccinations-a-new-

stage-in-the-covid-counterrevolution/; In addition, we draw at-
tention to our book by Michael Probsting: The COVID-19 Global

Counterrevolution: What It Is and How to Fight It. A Marxist
analysis and strategy for the revolutionary struggle, RCIT Books,

April 2020, Chapter V, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/
the-covid-19-global-counterrevolution/. See also our very first

article on this issue by Almedina Guni¢: Coronavirus: “I am not
a Virus”... but WE will be the Cure! The chauvinist campaign
behind the “Wuhan Coronavirus” hysteria and the revolution-

ary answer, 2 February 2020, https://www.thecommunists.net/

worldwide/global/wuhan-virus/. Almedina Guni¢ and Michael
Probsting: On Some Ideological Features of the COVID Counter-

COVID 9

revolution. Comments on an interesting interview with a Ger-
man liberal historian, 14 November 2021, https://www.thecom-
munists.net/worldwide/global/on-some-ideological-features-
of-the-covid-counterrevolution/; See also a number of Spanish-
language articles of our Argentinean comrades: Juan Giglio: La
izquierda de la “Big Pharma”, dejé de defender las libertades,
1.10.2021, https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.com/2021/10/
la-izquierda-de-la-big-pharma-dejo-de.html; Juan Giglio: ;Por
qué la izquierda no cuestiona las politicas de la OMS? 8.9.2021,
https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.com/2021/09/por-que-

la-izquierda-no-cuestiona-las.html
2 More Than 591 Million EU Digital COVID-19 Passport

Issued So Far — Commission Calls It a Global Standard, October
18, 2021, https://www.schengenvisainfo.com/news/more-than-
591-million-eu-digital-covid-19-passport-issued-so-far-commis-
sion-calls-it-a-global-standard/

3 State of Health in the EU: Companion Report 2021,
Commission Staff Working Document, Brussels, 10 December
2021

4 Quoted in ZDF: Experten einig {iber Eckdaten - EU:
Néchster Schritt zum Corona-Impfpass, 28.01.2021, https://
www.zdf.de/nachrichten/panorama/corona-eu-impfpass-100.
html (our translation)

5 Johannes Edelhof: Ehemann von EU-Impf-Kom-
missarin Kyriakides unter Korruptionsverdacht, Das Erste,
06.04.2021, https://daserste.ndr.de/panorama/aktuell/Ehe-

mann-von-EU-Impf-Kommissarin-Kyriakides-unter-Korrupti-
onsverdacht,kyriakides100.html
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Michael Probsting: The COVID-19 Global Counterrevolution

What It Is and How to Fight It. A Marxist analysis and strategy for the revolutionary struggle

In The COVID-19 Global Counterrevolution Michael Probs-
ting analyses the dramatic events in spring 2020 which
have opened a new historic era. A triple crisis has shocked
the world. The Third Depression has begun, characterized
by a devastating economic slump of the capitalist world
economy which is certainly no less dramatic than the crisis
which started in 1929.

In addition, there is a wave of anti-democratic attacks of a
scale which has not been seen in the imperialist countries
since 1945. This has triggered a global turn towards Chau-
vinist State Bonapartism and the creation of a monstrous
Leviathan-like state machinery.

And finally, the world faces COVID-19 — a pandemic
which endangers many lives and which is exploited by the
ruling classes in order to spread fear, to deflect attention
from the capitalist causes of the economic crisis and to jus-
tify the turn towards chauvinist state bonapartism.

The COVID-19 Global Counterrevolution also shows that
large sectors of the reformist workers movement and the

so-called left fail to understand the meaning of this triple
crisis. Similar to the situation in 1914 after the beginning
of World War I we can observe a gigantic wave of oppor-
tunist capitulation by many self-proclaimed socialists as
they support or at least do not denounce the global lock-
down and the suppression of de-

mocratic rights which the ruling  pE ——————

classes are imposing in the name

of combat against the pandemic. The COVID-19

The COVID-19 Global Counterre- ~ 10bal
Counterrevolution

volution offers a Marxist analysis
of this historic crisis and elabo-
rates a revolutionary perspective
for the struggles ahead.

The book contains an introduc-
tion and 6 chapters plus an ap-
pendix (176 pages) and includes
5 figures and a diagram.
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Excess Mortality
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COVID-19: Excess Mortality and Mass Vaccination

in Europe ... and Some Unpleasant Facts

In all age groups below 75 years, more people have died in 2021
than in the previous year. The reason for this is not the virus.
An Essay (with 5 Tables and 3 Graphs) by Michael Probsting, International Secretary of the RCIT, 18 December 2021

Introduction

The RCIT has emphasized since the beginning of the pan-
demic in early 2020 that the policy of capitalist govern-
ments all over the world is not focused on public health
but rather on serving the political and economic interests
of the ruling class. Behind the disguise of combatting the
pandemic, the governments’ policy is mainly directed to
expand the power of the state apparatus and to increase
the profits of the monopolies. !

We have called this policy the COVID Counterrevolution
as it represents a historic offensive of the ruling class to
enhance its control of the masses in a period of deep eco-
nomic crisis and popular unrest. It is characterized by a
shift from (limited) bourgeois democracy towards chauvinist
state bonapartism — resulting in the creation of a totalitar-
ian new Leviathan of which Thomas Hobbes could not have
dreamed! *

When we say that public health is not the primary con-
sideration in the COVID policy of the ruling class, we do
not mean that the issue of health does not play a prom-
inent role. It certainly does. But this policy represents a
specific, capitalist approach to health. Health is viewed as
an extraordinary business opportunity for the pharma and
biotech corporations. * It is viewed in combination with
instruments of control and surveillance of people. *

However, in this essay we will not deal with the political
and economic aspects of the COVID Counterrevolution —
something which we have elaborated in many other RCIT
documents. At this place, we will rather focus on the ef-
fects of the official pandemic policy — based on the pillars
of Lockdowns, Health Pass and mass / compulsory vacci-
nation — for public health. We will look at the development
of excess mortality in Europe in the last 6-12 months and
what have been the effects of the mass vaccination cam-
paigns orchestrated by the governments and Big Pharma.
This is a very understudied issue. In fact, it is characteristic
for the hypocrisy of the bourgeois governments and their
submissive barkers among the media, the “experts”, etc.
that they ignore this question. But let us go in media res.

Excess mortality in Germany and Europe in 2021

Before we present the figures relevant for our subject,
we want to point out that all tables and graphs in this es-
say have been taken from official agencies responsible for
publishing relevant statistical material. As these institu-
tions are strictly controlled by the capitalist state, there is
no reason to believe that they would publish manipulated
figures in order to undermine the prestige of the govern-
ments’ pandemic policy.

Since some time, we see a substantial increase of excess
mortality in Europe among all age groups below 75 years.

This trend started in early 2021 respectively, for the youth,
in summer. In some countries we even see an increase of
the total number in deaths. This development is not re-
lated to the so-called “second wave” of the virus which
ended in spring 2021. This becomes evident if we take the
figure for mortality from calendar week 16 (which began
in mid-April) to week 47 (the end of November; the latest
available data) and compare these with the figures for the
same period in 2020.

In Germany, for example, the total number of deaths in-
creased by +4.4% in the period of calendar week 16 and 47.
This increase is not because of more deaths among the old
age groups (as it was the case in 2020). It is rather caused
by an increasing number of deaths in younger age groups.
Mortality increased in this period in the age group of 0-50
years by +4.7%. This figure is even higher if we take only
the age group of 0-30 years (+5.85%). (See Table 1 as well
as Graph 1 in the Appendix)

We see several similar trends in the whole of Europe.
Again, we have taken the period since calendar week 16
so that the figures are not influenced by mortality caused
by the “second wave” in spring. In contrast to Germany,
excess mortality for the whole population in Europe de-
clined compared with the same period in 2020 — the “year
of Corona” (-8.4%). However, this decline is exclusively
caused by the reduction of mortality among the age group
above 75 years (which, as known, has been hardest affect-
ed by the pandemic). All other age groups have experi-
enced a substantial increase in mortality. Excess mortality
increased for those between 15 and 44 years by +82.1% and
for those between 45-64 years by +67.9%. The only differ-
ence is that for the age group 0-14 years the increase in
mortality started later — in calendar week 37. (See Table 2
as well as Graph 2 in the Appendix)

Is excess mortality in 2021 caused by COVID?

At a first glance, this development is surprising. 2020 was

the “Year of Corona”. No vaccination was in circulation.
In contrast, such vaccination exists in 2021 and has been
widely applied. In fact, Western Europe is the continent
with the highest share of population vaccinated. Further-
more, it is the also richest continent in the world in which
a better health service exists than in other regions. Never-
theless, it has also the highest number of Corona deaths! It
is, to quote the Head of the World Health Organization’s
Europe region, Hans Kluge, the “epicenter” of the global
pandemic.

“The European region is now the “epicenter” of the global pan-
demic and is on a trajectory to see another half a million deaths
this winter, the head of the World Health Organization’s Europe
region warned Thursday. Last week, Europe and Central Asia
reported nearly 1.8 million new cases of COVID-19, account-
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Table 1. Total Number of Deaths in Germany between Calendar Week 16 and 47 in
2020 and 2021 °

Total 2020 Total 2021 Increase 2020 to 2021
564,649 589,666 +4.4%

0-50 Years 2020 0-50 Years 2021 Increase 2020 to 2021
17,599 18,423 +4.7%

0-30 Years 2020 0-30 Years 2021 Increase 2020 to 2021
4,356 4,611 +5.85%

Table 2. Excess Mortality in Europe between Calendar Week 16 and 47 in 2020 and
2021°¢

Total 2020 Total 2021 Increase 2020 to 2021
7,120,295 6,522,888 -8.4%

15-44 Years 2020 15-44 Years 2021 Increase 2020 to 2021
58,049 105,705 +82.1%

45-64 Years 2020 45-64 Years 2021 Increase 2020 to 2021
541,752 909,575 +67.9%

€A% REVOLUTIONARY
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Publications of the RCIT

COVID-19: The Current and
Historical Roots of Bourgeois
Lockdown “Socialism”

Police State, Universal Basic Income & a new version of “War Socialism” of 1914

By Michael Probsting, January 2021

Introduction * 1. An Overview of the Policy of the Lockdown Left * 2. A Marxist Critique of
Lockdownism and Universal Basic Income * 3. The Bourgeois Ideology of the “Caring State” (The
Capitalist Handout State) * 4. The Objective Basis for Lockdown Socialism: Changes within the
Political and Economic Physiognomy of Capitalism * 5. A Historical Analogy: The Mobilization of the
Imperialist State for World War I * 6. War Socialism in 1914: The Social-Chauvinist Lensch-Cunow-
Haenisch Group in German Social Democracy * 7. Lenin and other Marxists Declare War on War
Socialism * 8. The Lockdown Left: A Worthy Successor of Social-Chauvinist War Socialists * 9. Once
Again, the State Question: Marxism versus the Opportunist Left

A RCIT Pamphlet, 32 pages, A4 Format
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ing for 59 percent of all cases globally, Hans Kluge said dur-
ing a press conference. And the region recorded 24,000 deaths,
accounting for 48 percent of deaths globally, he said. Cumula-
tively, there are now more reported cases — 78 million — in the
European region than in South East Asia, the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, the Western Pacific and Africa combined.” ”

But we will discuss the issue of vaccination later. At this
point we want to deal with the question if the increase of
mortality among younger age groups has been caused by
COVID. The answer is a definite No.

If one looks at Graph 1 showing the development of mor-
tality in Germany (see Appendix), one can see the increas-
ing gap between the line for 2021 and the one for 2020. At
the bottom of the graph, one can also see the development
of the number of people who died because of COVID.
Again, one can compare the development for this year
with the year before. There is hardly any difference. (If one
goes to the website which shows the graph [the link is in
the footnote to the graph] one can see the exact figures for
COVID death for each week by moving the mouse cursor
directly on the lines.).

This fact is also evident when one takes into account the
extremely small share of people below the age of 50 or 60
years among the COVID deaths. In Germany, for example,
the share of those between 0 and 49 years among the CO-
VID deaths in 2021 is only 1,45%. If we include the next
age group — i.e. those between 50 and 59 years - this share
rises to the still very small number of 5,13%. In contrast,
those 70 years and older constitute the large junk of all
COVID deaths — 85,45%. (See Table 3)

Germany is no exception. If we take the figures for Swe-
den, we see exactly the same picture. The share of those
between 0 and 49 years makes only 1,44% of all COVID
deaths in 2020-21. If we add those between 50 and 59 years,
this share still constitutes only 4,03%. In contrast, again,
those in the age group of 70 years and older make the large
majority of all COVID deaths — 85,88%. (See Table 4)

Finally, we shall also quote the German Statistical Fed-
eral Agency (DESTATIS) which commented the increase
in mortality in 2021 with the cautious words: “The official
number of COVID deaths can explain this development only
partly.” 10

In summary, we can safely conclude that at the increase of
mortality among those below the age of 60 or 70 years has
not been caused by COVID. There must be other factors
which caused this worrying development.

What could be the causes of such
a significant increase of excess mortality?

So, if COVID is not the main reason for the increase of
mortality among younger age groups, what else could
have caused this development? Unfortunately, we can
only identify several likely causes since no serious studies
exist about this issue. Such a lack of attention is not very
surprising. ! Despite the fact that COVID represents only
a small proportion of all death, the total focus of official
politics, media, as well as of scientific research is on the
SARS-CoV-2 virus. The reason for this is obvious: COVID
can be exploited for gigantic business projects, for creat-
ing fear among the population as well as for justification
of the expansion of the police and surveillance state ap-
paratus. Other and more widespread diseases like cancer,
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diabetes, Tuberculosis in India, Cholera in Nigeria, ' etc.
are not useful for such political and economic interests (at
least until now).

Nevertheless, we think that we can name a few factors
which might help to understand the increasing mortality
among younger age groups. Before doing so, allow us to
mention a curious reason which has been named by the
above-mentioned German DESTATIS. In a press release
this agency refers to the heat wave in the summer as a pos-
sible factor. ** While it is true that it was hot in summer in
Europe, one can not fail to note that heat is dangerous for
elder people but — under normal circumstances — not for
people below the age of 50 years!

So, what could explain the increasing mortality among
age groups below 75 years? First, there has been a dra-
matic decline of visits to doctors and hospitals by people
with other, non-COVID illnesses. According to DESTATIS
there were 2.5 million (or -13.1%) less hospital treatments
in Germany in 2020. Likewise, there have been 690,000 (or
-9,7 %) less surgeries in hospitals. **

Such a development has not been limited to Germany.
The new “State of Health in the EU: Companion Report 2021”
remarks: “In all European countries, measures to boost care ca-
pacity for COVID-19 patients were accompanied by a slowdown
or temporary suspension of non-urgent, non-COVID-19 hospi-
tal care. Outpatient activity followed a similar trend.”

It is difficult to overestimate the dramatic consequences
of such a collapse in public health! One indication for
this shameful development is the fact that many cases of
cancer will have not been diagnosed in time. “Across Eu-
rope, estimates have been developed indicating up to one mil-
lion potentially undiagnosed cancer cases due to the disruption
of health systems from COVID-19.” '¢ As it is well known,
cancer can be treated with a good chance of success if it is
detected in an early stage. If it is only detected later, pros-
pects are much worse.

Hence, we see how the capitalist pandemic policy created
a catastrophe with devastating long-term consequences.
The governments failed to expand the public health sector
so that both — COVID as well as non-COVID cases — could
have been treated in time. Until today they have refused to
build additional hospital capacities, to improve the work-
ing conditions for an overloaded personal, to increase the
wages, to recruit additional doctors and nurses and to in-
vest in the training of new ones. Nothing of this was done!

Instead, the capitalist governments even reduced capaci-
ties in public health. In Germany, for example, there are
4,000 fewer intensive care beds available today than a year
ago! 7 So, in the midst of the pandemic, the public health
sector has been even reduced! Similar developments have
taken place in many other European countries.

To all this, one must add the enormous public fear which
the governments and media intentionally provoked. As
we reported in an article last year, the Austrian Chancellor
said in March 2020, in an internal meeting with advisers,
that the population “does not take the danger of the virus seri-
ously enough” . The Chancellor then stated, according to the
minutes: “Kurz makes clear that the people should be afraid of
being infected respectively should be afraid that their parents
or grandparents could die.” A few days later Kurz said in a
public speech: “We will have soon a situation in Austria where
everyone will know somebody who has died because of the Co-
rona Virus.” '® The same methods of scaremongering have
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Table 3. Number of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Deaths in Germany in 2021, by Age ®

Age Group Number of Deaths Share
0-9 Years 21 0.02%
10-19 Years 20 0.02%
20-29 Years 112 0.11%
30-39 Years 352 0.34%
40-49 Years 998 0.96%
50-59 Years 3,825 3.68%
60-69 Years 9,783 9.42%
70-79 Years 21,480 20.68%
80-89 Years 45,772 44.06%
90 Years and Older 21,516 20.71
Total 103,879 100%
Share of 70 Years and Older 85,45%
Share of 0-49 Years 1,45%
Share of 0-59 Years 5,13%

Table 4. Number of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Deaths in Sweden in 2020 and 2021,

by Age”’

Age Group Number of Deaths Share
0-9 Years 9 0.06%
10-19 Years 5 0.03%
20-29 Years 26 0.17%
30-39 Years 48 0.32%
40-49 Years 126 0.83%
50-59 Years 394 2.59%
60-69 Years 1,083 7.12%
70-79 Years 3,417 22.45%
80-89 Years 6,179 40.59%
90 Years and Older 3,933 25.84
Total 15,221 100%
Share of 70 Years and Older 85,88%
Share of 0-49 Years 1,44%
Share of 0-59 Years 4,03%

Table 5: Median Infection Fatality Rate by Age Groups, 0-69 Years *

Age Group Median Infection Fatality Rate
0-19 years 0,0027%

20-29 years 0,014%

30-39 years 0,031%

40-49 years 0,082%

50-59 years 0,27%

60-69 years 0,59%
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been deployed in nearly all other countries. It is therefore
hardly surprising that many people have been afraid of
going to a doctor or to a hospital!

Devastating mental consequences —
particularly for youth

There are also additional factors which certainly will have
played a role in the increase of mortality and will continue
to do so in the future. One of these is the horrible conse-
quence of the capitalist pandemic policy for mental health.
This issue is particularly relevant for youth. Despite the
fact that this age group has hardly anything to fear from
the virus, the governments have imposed a policy which
massively violates their rights and their conditions for de-
velopment.

A recently published study by the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund reports: “As well as the Life in Lockdown report,
a number of other studies have surveyed research from around
the world. One of the most widely reported is a meta-study in
JAMA Pediatrics, released in August 2021, that pulled togeth-
er results from 29 studies worldwide, covering around 80,000
children and adolescents under 18.102 According to the study,
rates of clinically significant generalized depression and anxiety
doubled over the course of the pandemic, with one in four youth
experiencing depression and one in five anxiety.” '

Another study reports: “The prevalence of anxiety and de-
pression in early 2020 was double or more the level observed
in previous years in a number of countries, including Belgium,
France, the United Kingdom and the United States (...) In Ja-
pan, 31% of 20-29 year-olds were experiencing symptoms of
depression, compared to 18% of older adults, based on survey
responses from July 2020.” *

And an EU study reports: “COVID--19 particularly affected
the mental health of young people. In Belgium, around 30% of
those aged 18-29 had symptoms of depression in April 2020 —a
rate about three times higher than in 2018. The situation further
deteriorated from the second wave of the pandemic: nearly 40%
reported symptoms of depression in March 2021.” %!

According to a survey from the American Psychological As-
sociation, more than seven in 10 among young adults (aged
18 to 23 years) said that they experienced common symp-
toms of depression. #

While it is impossible to make calculation about the con-
sequences of such a deterioration of mental health for
mortality rates, it is obvious that the Lockdown policy
must have strong effects, likely in the short-term and defi-
nitely in the long-term!

There is no reason for optimism concerning this trouble-
some development. One must expect that mental health
of people will deteriorate even more once the govern-
ments have established the “Health Pass” system. This
means a tightly woven comprehensive system of control
and restriction of all aspects of life. Most likely it will be
combined with regular mandatory vaccination as well as
repeated Lockdowns.

Such a development is completely cynical. As we empha-
sized repeatedly, the SARS-CoV-2 virus is indeed danger-
ous for people of high age as well as those with pre-exist-
ing diseases. However, for other age groups it represents
only a limited danger. Various scientific studies have dem-
onstrated that the infection fatality rate of COVID is about
0,15%. * According to a recently published global study

Excess Mortality
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— covering 14 countries — the median infection fatality rate
for those below the age of 50 years is extremely low. (See
Table 5)

Let us finally also draw attention to a statistic published
recently by the EU and the OECD. According to this study,
life expectancy at birth in the EU decreased from 81.3 to
80.6 years in 2020, i.e. by 0.86%. However, the same graph
also shows that in 2015 life expectancy at birth had also
declined: from 80.8 to 80.5 years, i.e. by 0,38%. The reason
for this development was that Europe experienced a se-
vere influenza season in winter 2014/15. Hence, while we
see a worse deterioration of life expectancy in 2020 than in
2015, it can hardly be called such an apocalyptic and un-
precedented turn which could have justified putting the
whole society under a never-ending state of emergency!
(See Graph 3 in the Appendix)

In summary, we can confidently conclude that the ef-
fects of the capitalist pandemic policy — characterized by
a state-orchestrated campaign of public fear, repeated
Lockdowns, introduction of a “Health Pass” system and
mass vaccination — have devastating consequences for the
popular masses and, in particular, for younger people.
This policy has most likely played a decisive role in the
increasing mortality rates among the mass of the popula-
tion in Europe in 2021.

Excurse: A note on state-monopoly
capitalist health policy

As the focus of this essay is the development of mortality

and its relation to the official pandemic policy, we will not
dwell on the political background of this development. Let
us only briefly note at this point the current mass vaccina-
tion campaign by governments is a key feature of a his-
toric transformation which is taking place in the present
period — from the (limited) bourgeois-democratic form to
a chauvinist-bonapartist, more totalitarian form of capital-
ism.
In our book on the COVID Counterrevolution, published
in April 2020, we referred to Lenin’s analysis of state-
monopoly capitalism and explained: “While the course of
the 20th century demonstrated that the concrete relationship of
state and monopolies can and actually does change depending
on global and national developments, the close collaboration and
interweaving of capitalist state and monopolies has remained a
key characteristic of this system. This is even more the case in
periods like the current one when capitalism is in a state of deep
crisis and decay.” ®

The last one and a half years have fully confirmed this
assessment. On the economic level we see capitalist gov-
ernments — from China to the U.S. — implementing unprec-
edented Keynesian spending programs financed by new
public debts. In the field of health policy, we also see an
unprecedented development as the same governments
turn to a state-regulated policy of “Health Pass” and to
mass or compulsory vaccination.

Hence, we can speak about a state-monopoly capitalist health
policy which closely combines the business interests of mo-
nopolies (pharma, IT, etc.) with the political interests of
the ruling class of expanding the chauvinist-bonapartism
state apparatus. It is certainly no exaggeration to charac-
terize the current huge effort of COVID Counterrevolu-
tion as one of the largest state-monopoly capitalist project
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in modern history — at least since the period of fascism and
World War II.

We have repeatedly pointed out that it is astonishing how
the opportunistic left completely ignores this develop-
ment. For them, health policy is something which hovers
above the class society and its contradictions. If the rul-
ing class — all around the world — imposes austerity policy
resulting in increasing social inequality, these leftists find
no difficulty in identifying and denouncing such develop-
ments. The same is the case when it comes to the economic
policy of privatization or the militaristic policy of arma-
ment. Despite the fact that all ruling classes on the globe
are following such a policy, the left (rightly) opposes it.

But when it comes to health policy, the opportunistic left
stops thinking in class terms. It denies that the COVID pol-
icy with its Lockdowns, Health Pass and mass vaccination
is driven by the political and economic interests of the mo-
nopoly bourgeoise. No, according to these naive simple-
tons, the health policy in times of a pandemic is motivated
by ... the need to protect the society! It must be the case
because “everybody” says so and all governments in the
world are following this policy — this is the rational for the
opportunist left (consciously or unconsciously)!

Of course, Marxists know that such a policy of capitula-
tion does not happen for the first time. Already before,
reformist and centrist forces did join the ideological cir-
cus of the ruling class in times of crisis. In 1914, they all
supported their imperialist fatherland by referring to the
“danger for their people”. The same in 1939-45 when they
rallied behind the Western imperialist powers in their war
against Nazi-Germany. From one day to the other, “de-
mocracy” and “fatherland” had become class-neutral cat-
egories. Today, it is the same with the combat against the
pandemic!

What are the effects of the state-monopoly
capitalist vaccination campaign?

Let us now discuss the effects of the state-directed vacci-
nation campaign. Here too, we can see that capitalist gov-
ernments and their institutions as well as the monopolies
are orchestrating a wave of studies which shall proof the
effectiveness of the currently available vaccines.

Of course, we are not in a position to judge on all these
studies. However, one must take into account the ex-
tremely politicized character of the COVID policy from
the very first minute — in contrast to past pandemics
like the so-called “Asian Flu” in 1957-58 or the so-called
“Hong Kong Flu” in 1968-69 which have also cost millions
of lives. Hence, the starting point for socialists, in fact for
any thinking person, has to be skepticism and mistrust
against all these commissioned “scientific” studies. This
does not mean that they are necessarily wrong or a fraud.
A number of these might be even correct or at least partly
correct. But approaching them with naive believe as the
ruling class wants us to do, is utter idiocy and can only
result in criminal disorientation of the working class and
the oppressed. No, one should be cautious about the value
of such studies confirming the narrative of governments’
policy. Various often cited studies have already proven to
be fake and had to be retracted.

John Ioannidis, a renown medical scientist and Stanford
University professor and one of the few top-ranking sci-
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entists who has managed to withstand the pressure of the
ruling class, has pointed to this problematic development.
In a recently published article, he explains the massive
lowering of scientific standards in the course of the CO-
VID pandemic - “to fuel political warfare that has nothing in
common with scientific methodology.” He provides examples
showing that “each and everyone” has published something
on this issue.

He notes, not without irony: “The pandemic led seemingly
overnight to a scary new form of scientific universalism. Every-
one did COVID-19 science or commented on it. By August 2021,
330,000 scientific papers were published on COVID-19, involv-
ing roughly a million different authors. An analysis showed that
scientists from every single one of the 174 disciplines that com-
prise what we know as science has published on COVID-19. By
the end of 2020, only automobile engineering didn’t have scien-
tists publishing on COVID-19. By early 2021, the automobile
engineers had their say, too.” %

Such suspicion is even more justified if we remember
what these scientists did already “proof” in the past two
years. First, they did “proof” that Lockdowns are use-
ful and necessary — despite the fact that such an instru-
ment had never been applied before against pandemics.
Not only this: such a public health policy had also never
been advocated by any scientist before the beginning of
the COVID Counterrevolution in spring 2020! As a matter
of fact, as Prof. Ioannidis and others demonstrated, Lock-
downs have hardly any effect. ¥ Even the countries with
the most draconic Lockdown policy (like China and Aus-
tralia) could not eradicate the virus and have been forced
to repeat again and again putting millions of people under
curfew.

Then, the “scientists” in the payroll of the capitalist state
and corporations denounced Sweden — one of the few
countries which refused to impose Lockdowns. Just re-
member the myriads of scientists who published “stud-
ies” showing how devastating Sweden’s” pandemic policy
supposedly is! As a matter of fact, Sweden has come much
better through the pandemic than most other countries in
Europe. # Today, these critical “experts” have become si-
lent on this issue and one or the other of them is forced to
admit that this Nordic country did “not so bad”.

Then, the governments and their media and scientists
claimed that the vaccines are highly effective, that they
would stop the transmission of the virus and that they
would make you safe, i.e. that vaccinated people would
not die or get hospitalized. It was this claim which the
governments in Europe have used to justify the Apart-
heid-like discrimination of people who have not been vac-
cinated. Of course, as we did explain, the real reason for
the discrimination of healthy but unvaccinated people has
nothing to do with science but was purely political moti-
vated. The goal has been to force people to get a jab so that
they supposedly “get back their freedom”.

Again, the capitalist governments got a number of “ex-
perts” subscribing to their policy and lending it “scien-
tific” credentials. But, once more, they have been proven
wrong. A study published in The Lancet has shown that
secondary attack rates among household contacts exposed
to fully vaccinated index cases was similar to household
contacts exposed to unvaccinated index cases (25% for
vaccinated vs 23% for unvaccinated). ¥

Another study, published by a large team of scientists of
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the U.S. CDC, basically arrived at the conclusion that there
is no significant difference in the transmission of the virus
between people vaccinated and unvaccinated. “[C]lini-
cians and public health practitioners should consider vaccinated
persons who become infected with SARS-CoV-2 to be no less

infectious than unvaccinated persons.” 3
Meanwhile, some governments — like those in Portugal
and Italy — are indirectly forced to admit this fact as they
introduce mandatory testing for foreigners visiting their
country, even if they are fully vaccinated. *!

Governments and their scientists also said that vaccina-
tions would allow people to face no longer any lockdowns
or other restrictions. Well, you known what happened
with this claim!

There are numerous studies which claim that vaccina-
tions are effective. However, there exist also an increasing
number of studies and reports which show that the share
of vaccinated people is high among those infected.

This has pushed many supporters of the vaccination cam-
paign to emphasize that while this might be the case, the
jabs are effective insofar as the share of vaccinated people
is lower among those hospitalized or dead. However, here
again, there are more and more reports which contradict
this claim.

In response, the supporters of the vaccination campaign
argue that the reason for such a development is because
a new variant of the virus (“Delta”) has emerged against
which the vaccine does not work. From this, they conclude
that a “third booster” shall be necessary and currently the
governments work hard to force people to get vaccinated
once more.

However, as everyone knows, meanwhile another variant
of the virus has emerged (“Omicron”) and experts warn
already that the existing booster might not work against
it. # The solution? Get another booster!

Well, it is obvious what this is boiling down to. Every few
months another variant of the virus emerges and, hence,
people should be forced to get another jab. It does not
need much imagination to understand that such a vacci-
nation policy is extraordinary profitable for the pharma
corporations! Likewise, it is clear that the governments
are highly interested to implement such a policy. First,
they are closely connected with the pharma corporations
and have long-term and highly profitable contracts with
them. And, secondly, they can politically utilize the need
for regularly boosts as a pretext for implementing and ex-
panding a comprehensive health control system (“Health
Pass”). ¥These political reasons alone have been sufficient
for the RCIT to oppose the policy of Health Pass and mass
vaccination since the very beginning.

Why should young and middle-aged people
be forced to get a jab?!

However, we repeat that the focus of this essay is not the
political and economic background of the mass vaccina-
tion campaign but its consequences for public health. As
we did already say, we are not in a position to make a
concrete and scientific assessment about the effectiveness
of the currently available vaccines. However, this does not
mean that one can not draw any conclusions.

First, is it well-known that vaccines — like medicine in gen-
eral — does not equally affect all groups of the population.
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Feminists have pointed out this fact for long as pharma
corporations have usually designed drugs with a focus on
men and their biological specifics. Likewise, there are dif-
ferent effects of drugs on different age groups, races and
social classes (where people often have different health
conditions due to different living conditions). Hence, for
example, it is possible that the new COVID vaccines have

a positive effect for old people but not for young and mid-
dle-aged people.

This is particularly relevant for the issue of the side ef-
fects of these vaccines. It could be the case that the posi-
tive effects outweigh the negative side-effects in the case of
old people but not in the case of young and middle-aged
people.

To put it in stronger terms: It seems absurd to us — sim-
ply from a public health point of view — to push or even
force the mass of the population (i.e. the young and mid-
dle-aged people who still have many years and decades to
live) to get vaccinated if they are not under any particular
danger by the virus!

All this is even more true if we take into account that the
vaccines — even if they have a certain positive impact for
old people — are not particularly effective. If every new
mutation of the virus makes the vaccine ineffective, it can’t
be very good. And if the consequence of this is that people
must get vaccinated every few months, we can definite-
ly speak about a disastrous development from a public
health point of view!

Let’s be clear: never in modern history did vaccinations
campaigns exist where the vaccines got ineffective after
such a short time and where people had to get a shot re-
peatedly every few months! It is self-evident that this can
not have healthy effects for the human body! “At best” it is
like taking a drug against pain many times. The first time
it works but then the body gets used and the drug gets less
and less effective. And in the end, such a procedure has
long-term bad effects for the person.

Add to all these considerations the well-known fact that
the current vaccines have been developed in profit-driven
haste and are not tested for long-term side-effects. Why
should people take all these risks and against their will?!

A comparison with past examples
of mandatory vaccination is misplaced

For these reasons we strongly reject the argument of sup-

porters of the capitalist pandemic policy who justify man-
datory vaccination by referring to similar examples in the
past (e.g. against smallpox or Tuberculosis). First, these
are well-known and particularly dangerous diseases who
often threaten the lives of children and youth. Secondly,
the vaccines against such diseases had been tested and it
was proven that the advantages outweigh any potential
detriments.

And, thirdly, the mandatory vaccination campaign
against SARS-CoV-2 is very clearly driven by political and
economic interests, not by health considerations. Never
before has a health policy been so directly linked to the
business interests of a few pharma corporations, never be-
fore was that part of a political project of replacing (limit-
ed) bourgeois democracy with a semi-totalitarian regime.

This is particularly evident given the draconic response of
the capitalist governments against criticism coming from
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Graph 1. Weekly Deaths in Germany 2016-2021 (incl. COVID Deaths) *

Wochentliche Sterbefallzahlen in Deutschland
(gestrichelte Werte enthalten Schatzanteil)

30000
25 000
20 000
15 000
10 000

5000

\

T T T 17 1 T 11 | S R B G SO N N A C N T DN R I S N N ERELE 0
0 10 20 30 40 50

Kalenderwoche

— 2016 =— 2017 ~—2018 =— 2019 — 2020 ~— 2021 == 2020 (darunter COVID-19)
—— 2021 (darunter COVID-19)

Quellen: Sterbefallzahlen insgesamt: Statistisches Bundesamt (Stand 13.12.2021), COVID-19-Todesfélle: Robert
Koch-Institut (Stand 09.12.2021)

© 1! Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis), 2021

Graph 3: Life Expectancy at Birth in the EU, 2009-2020 *

Figure 1.2 Life expectancy at birth in the EU, 2009-2020

[k
2009 2010 20Mm 2012 2013 2014 2013 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Mote: Provisional data for 2020; data for Ireland from 2019
Sovurce: Eurostat Database



18 Excess Mortality

scientists, doctors and health workers. Prof. Ioanidis and
many other scientists who signed the famous Great Bar-
rington declaration have been slandered by the support-
ers of the capitalist pandemic policy. ** As we are writing
these lines, Austria’s public news network reports that
200 doctors who have published an open letter criticizing
mRNA vaccinations — a courageous action given the mas-
sive pressure they are facing — have been threatened by the
state health authorities with a ban from their profession!
* Similar developments are taking place in many other
countries.

Furthermore, it is well-known that — despite huge pres-
sure from authorities — large sectors of health workers are
opposed to mandatory vaccination. In Ontario and Que-
bec, two provinces in Canada, thousands of health work-
ers protested against mandatory vaccination and finally
forced the authorities to back down. * Likewise, many
health workers protested in France and about 3,000 of
them have been suspended. ¥ Similar protests have taken
place in Greece and many other countries. * In Austria,
about 30% of the 130,000 health workers are still not vac-
cinated, according to official estimations — despite massive
pressure from the authorities. ¥ Most importantly, just a
few weeks ago the health workers in Martinique and Gua-
deloupe — together with the popular masses — launched
a general strike and an uprising against, among others,
mandatory vaccination for health workers. *°

The very fact that many health workers — i.e. people with
a lot of experience in medical issues — are opposing man-
datory vaccination, and all this despite massive pressure
from the capitalist state, reflects the fact that such a dra-
conic measure has no scientific basis.

In summary, we see that the current vaccination cam-
paign is a gigantic project orchestrated by the capital-
ist state — hand in hand with Big Pharma, media and the
whole bourgeois establishment. At the same time, this at-
tack has provoked mass protests all over the world. There
can be no doubt that this issue is a fundamentally political
issue, a key question of the global class struggle today. It
can not be compared by any standards with examples of
mandatory vaccination in the past.

Excurse: The COVID Counterrevolution’s slogan
“trust the science” is the modern version
of America’s maxim “In God we trust”

The barkers of the COVID Counterrevolution like to pro-
claim against their critics that one should “trust the sci-
ence”. We certainly trust science, but we don’t trust those
scientists who are on the payroll of the capitalist state
and Big Pharma! In fact, the official banner of the COVID
Counterrevolution — “trust the science” — is nothing but the
modern equivalent of America’s maxim “In God we trust”.

Marxists reject both the old as well as the new ideological
leitmotif of the ruling class! The way how science is ap-
plied, which interests it serves, on which issues scientists
are researching, etc. — all this does not exist independently
of the classes which dominate in the society. More con-
cretely, all this is closely linked with the question if scien-
tists research at the behest of a corporation, if the univer-
sity where they are employed is financially dependent on
donations from corporations, if the state authorities put
pressure on scientists on public institutions and, let’s not
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forget this, if a given scientist is interested in making ca-
reer and “adapts” his or her results for such a purpose.

It is unworthy for a Marxists to forget all these basic
truths. Particularly in times like today, we need to remind
ourselves that the large majority of scientists — like intel-
lectuals in general — work for the interests of the ruling
elite in their country. This has always been the case — in
countries ruled by fascist forces, in a bourgeois democratic
system as well as under Stalinism.

The task of socialists is not, and never can be, to “trust the
scientists” in the payroll of the capitalist state and corpo-
rations. It is rather to free science and the scientific com-
munity from the shackles of state-monopoly capitalism.
Science must be free from power and profit!

It is only in a socialist society without classes where sci-
ence can prosper and where scientists will work free from
the interests of a small powerful minority. It is only under
such conditions that science will truly serve the people!

Concluding Theses

1. In the present essay we have shown that mortality
figures in Europe for people below the age of 60, 70 years
have increased in 2021 compared with 2020 — the “Year of
Corona”. This has not been caused mainly by the COVID
as this virus is only of negligible danger for age groups up
to 50, 60 years.

2. Furthermore, we have demonstrated that the offi-
cial pandemic policy — characterized by a state-orchestrat-
ed campaign of public fear, repeated Lockdowns, intro-
duction of a “Health Pass” system and mass vaccination
—has devastating consequences for the popular masses, in
particular for younger people. Hence, the RCIT calls this
policy the COVID Counterrevolution.

3. This policy has resulted in the fact that many ill-
nesses have remained undetected or untreated. For exam-
ple, according to official estimations there are up to one
million potentially undiagnosed cancer cases in Europe.
In addition, mental diseases — in particular among young
people — have dramatically increased. This development is
scandalous since young people are not under serious dan-
ger by the virus but are facing now long-term damages
resulting from the consequences of the capitalist COVID
policy.

4. The current official COVID policy can be char-
acterized as a state-monopoly capitalist health policy which
closely combines the business interests of monopolies
(pharma, IT, etc.) with the political interests of the ruling
class of expanding the chauvinist-bonapartism state appa-
ratus. We think that it constitutes the largest state-monop-
oly capitalist project in modern history — at least since the
period of fascism and World War II.

5. The opportunist left has shown incapable to un-
derstand the character of this reactionary policy since the
very beginning. As a result, they capitulate to this policy
and act as its “critical” supporters — similar to the reform-
ists during World War I and Il who defended the imperial-
ist “fatherland”.

6. The current mass vaccination campaign is mainly
driven by political and economic interests, not by consid-
erations of public health. Governments and corporations
have orchestrated a series of studies which shall show the
effectiveness of vaccinations. It is difficult to make an exact



RevCom NS#67 | January 2022 Excess Mortality

Graph 2. Excess Mortality in Europe by Age Groups in 2019, 2020 and 2021 *
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judgement on this issue as there exist also various other
studies which show a high share of vaccinated people
among those hospitalized or dead.

7- The RCIT opposes the campaign for mass vaccina-
tion — and even more so for compulsory vaccination — first
of all for political reasons. This campaign is a crucial part
of an anti-democratic offensive of the ruling class (“Health
Pass” system).

8. There are various indications which show that the
policy of vaccination is not particularly effective. People
vaccinated can transmit the virus to a similar degree like
unvaccinated people. There is also a sizable number of
vaccinated people dying from the virus. Even more so, the
vaccination loses its protection after a few months. Every
new mutation of the virus makes the existing vaccination
ineffective. As a result, the number of infections as well as
hospitalization and deaths are rising again. The answer of
the ruling class — mandatory vaccination for all with boost-
ers every few months — is an extremely dangerous policy,
both from a democratic as well as a public health point of
view.

9. Criticism from the supporters of the official pan-
demic policy who say one should “trust the science” must
be strongly rejected. In fact, this motto is nothing but the
modern equivalent of America’s maxim “In God we trust”.
While socialists consider progress of science as essential
for humanity’s future, they must remain critical towards
the research of scientists who are in the payroll of the capi-
talist state and the corporations.

10. The task of Marxists is rather to free science and
the scientific community from the shackles of state-mo-
nopoly capitalism. Science must be free from power and
profit! Only in a socialist society without classes, science
can prosper, and scientists can work free from the interests
of a small powerful minority.
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Austria: Pseudo-Trotskyists Call for a 3-Week Total Lockdown

The Cliffites continue to act as “left-wing” advocates of the COVID Counterrevolution
By Michael Probsting, International Secretary of the Revolutionary Communist International Tendency (RCIT), 19.11.2021

Counterrevolution, most forces of the so-called

“left-wing” parties have supported the policy of
Lockdowns, Green Pass and de facto enforced mass
vaccination. ! Wherever they have been in government,
they uncritically implemented these measures (e.g. in
Spain, South Africa, Italy). Many of them praise the
Stalinist-capitalist dictatorship in China which has
imposed the most draconic version of this policy. *

However, support for the practical policy of COVID
Counterrevolution has not been limited to the Stalinist,
social democratic or populist parties. Likewise, most so-
called “Trotskyist” organizations support these measures.
One example for this is the International Socialist Tendency
whose most prominent section is the Socialist Workers
Party in Britain. It stands in the tradition of the late Tony
Cliff which is why they are usually called “Cliffites”.

As we have explained in other documents, the Cliffites
have the sorry reputation of being one of those forces
supporting the notorious ZeroCOVID campaign. This
campaign basically claims that a total Lockdown for an
unspecified “short” period of time would eliminate the
pandemic once and for all. This campaign is both ultra-
reactionary as well as silly. It is reactionary because
it supports the radical expansion of the authoritarian
police and surveillance state — something which we call
chauvinist state bonapartism. It is silly because the claim
to overcome the pandemic within a short period of time
is a hilarious hoax. As everyone can see, even the most
draconic Lockdown policy can not eliminate the virus (e.g.
China, Vietnam, Australia, New Zealand). 3

Hence, the RCIT has strongly denounced the ZeroCOVID
campaign from the very beginning. We characterize those
left-wing groups which support the Lockdown and Green
Pass policy as social-bonapartists — “socialists” in words,
but supporters of bonapartism in practice.

The recent imposition of a lockdown for unvaccinated
people in Austria demonstrates once more the reactionary
nature of the social-bonapartist Cliffites. * True, their
Austrian section criticizes this concrete measure with
the argument that it would only fuel popular opposition
against the government which — according to the Cliffites
— could only help the right-wing opposition party.
However, their alternative to the government policy is
even worse. In a recently published article, they advocate
— as an alternative — the imposition of a total lockdown for
the whole population!

“Given the current dynamic of infections, we can only quickly
stop the fourth wave with an effective lockdown. Instead of stating
that unvaccinated people are the only [sic] problem, we should
focus on the world of work as well as schools and kindergarten.
(...) The most effective action in the current situation is a three-
week long break [sic] for all. This means the closure of all socially
not extremely urgent sectors of service and production, with full
wage compensation for the employees. Such a solidarity pause
[sic] can be utilized to revitalize the stagnating vaccination
campaign.” >

Since the beginning of the authoritarian COVID

Both the contents as well as the language of this program
reveal utter cynicism! In reality, the Cliffites conceal the
fact that this proposal would mean de facto house arrest
for large parts of the population. Of course, it would also
mean ongoing work for significant sectors of the working
class who are employed in the so-called “essential” sectors.
However, this does not unnerve the ZeroCOVID Left as
these middle-class people enjoy sitting at home, watching
Netflix and eating pizza which conveniently is served by
low-paid migrant workers. Naturally, as we are living in a
capitalist class society such a “break” can only be imposed
via a state of emergency and a massive expansion of the
police and surveillance state.

The logic of this reactionary policy is that if the virus has
not been liquidated after three weeks of lockdown (which
did not happen anywhere), then such a mass incarnation
of the population must be continued or repeated after
some time. In other words, the proposal of the Cliffites
opens the door to the authoritarian capitalist state. It
represents ideological flank protection for the COVID
Counterrevolution. It is just another example of how much
large sectors of the so-called “left” have become social-
bonapartists. They talk about socialism but they advocate
the policy of the atomization of the working class and the
expansion of the bonapartist state.

All authentic socialists must unite in the struggle against
the COVID Counterrevolution and fight against the
influence of the social-bonapartist “left”.

Footnotes
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Pass” & Compulsory Vaccinations: A New Stage in the COVID
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& surveillance state — defend democratic rights! No to health
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July 2021, https://www.thecommunists.net/worldwide/global/
green-pass-compulsory-vaccinations-a-new-stage-in-the-covid-
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by Michael Prébsting: The COVID-19 Global Counterrevolution:
What It Is and How to Fight It. A Marxist analysis and strategy
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V, https://www.thecommunists.net/theory/the-covid-19-global-
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by Almedina Guni¢: Coronavirus: “I am not a Virus”... but
WE will be the Cure! The chauvinist campaign behind the
“Wuhan Coronavirus” hysteria and the revolutionary answer,
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counterrevolution/; See also a number of Spanish-language

articles of our Argentinean comrades: Juan Giglio: La izquierda
de la “Big Pharma”, dejé de defender las libertades, 1.10.2021,
https://convergenciadecombate.blogspot.com/2021/10/la-
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e.g. Michael Probsting: Why Do Some Socialists Refuse to

Support the Mass Struggle against the “Green Pass”? PTS/
FT, PSTU/LIT, IMT and PCL in the face of the latest stage of
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“War Socialism” of 1914, 19 December 2020, https://www.
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